y ‘ardsticks on 
= Economy Still 
Point Down 


The worst recession since the 
end of World War II gripped the 
country this week as signs mul- 
tiplied that the economic outlook 
. would get worse before wid real 
recovery sets in. 

-All the major ee of 
economic activity pointed down- 
ward and firmly established the 
1957-58 recession as exceeding 
jn intensity and damage the set- 
backs suffered in 1948-49 and 
1953-54. 


Situation Summarized ; 
This was the situation as Con- 


gress and the Administration scur- 
ried for solutions: 


1 —The Federal Reserve Board 

reported a 3 point drop in 
industrial production in February 
bringing the decline in the current 
recession to 15 points or 10.3 
percent—more than the drop in 
either of the previous postwar 
slumps. 

The board somimecion’ the eco- 
nomic situation: 
_ “Recession in economic activ- 
ity continued in February. In- 
dustrial production, employment 
incomes, and retail sales again 
declined and unemployment rose 


to a new postwar high.” 


2 


personal income in February as 
compared to January and a $3.3 
billion decrease from a year ago. 

Wages and salaries exceeded the 
general drop, falling off $2.4 billion 
from the January rate and $6.8 
billion from February 1957. 


3 —tThe Labor Dept. reported 

that new claims for unem- 
ployment insurance, a rough meas- 
ure of new layoffs, rose to 447,614 


cline in claims. 

In the last week of February 
the number of workers collecting 
jobless benefits rose to 3,358,308 
compared to 1,756,070 a year ago. 


4, —The Commerce Dept. re- 
ported that business plans 
to spend $5 billion, or 13 percent, 
less for new plant and equipment 
in 1958 than last year. Except for 
public utilities all major industries 
expect to reduce their outlays dur- 
ing the year. The 13 percent drop 
would be the worst since 1949. 


5 —The Federal Reserve Board, 
with the aid of the Univ. of 
Michigan’s Survey Research Cen- 
ter, reported that consumers were 
concerned about the general busi- 
hess outlook and viewed their fi- 
nancial positions and prospects less 
favorably than a year ago. 
The sampling of consumer con- 
fidence showed fewer families plan- 
Ming to buy durable goods and 


(Continued on Page 3) 


Onvention. 


Council Authorized Charter 
McGavin said the convention 
all had been issued in accordance 
With the action of the AFL-CIO 
d xecutive Council at its February 
€eting authorizing issuance of an 
ternational union charter. 
The call has gone out to 75 
representing between 50,- 
000 and 60,000 members. The 
new Laundry Workers union cur- 


—The Commerce Dept. re- i 
ported a $2 billion drop in 


in the first week of March—a}: 
ime Week that normally shows a de-|. 
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being followed by a number of 
AFL-CIO unions. 


CAPITOL HILL and the White House have become the focal siihess 
of labor’s drive for enactment of an anti-recession program. The 
recent AFL-CIO emergency legislative and economic conference is 


legislative institutes conducted by 


Here Joe Sauter of Rubber Workers Local 154 
in Englewood, Colo., checks his schedule of visits on the Hill. 


Senate Debates Propriety 


Tacties of 


Kohler 


Probers Denounced 


Widespread dissatisfaction with the McClellan committee’s hear- 
ings on the Auto Workers strike at Kohler Co. erupted in Senate 
debate as senators challenged the operations of Sen. Barry Goldwater 
(R-Ariz.) and Sen. Carl T. Curtis (R-Neb.). 

Sen. Pat McNamara (D-Mich.), a committee member, bluntly 


New Laundry Union 
To Be Born in May © 


The AFL-CIO Laundry and Dry Cleaning Intl. Union will be 
ormed in Washington May 12-14 to replace the Laundry Workers 
ntl. Union, ousted at the 1957 convention for corrupt leadership. 
Peter J. McGavin, assistant to AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, 


who has helped bring the new union into existence, will chair the 
°e 


_rently represents about half the 
membership of the ousted union. 
The new union grows out of the 
Laundry Workers Council com- 
posed of directly affiliated un- 
ions that left the ousted unit. 
McGavin, acting as trustee, will 
give the convention delegates a de- 
tailed report on ‘the violations of 
ethical practice codes that led to 
the ouster of the Laundry Workers 


by the AFL-CIO convention. 


“charged that the group was engaged 


in a “farce” that “purports to be” 
‘an investigation of the strike. 


Good Name Endangered 
“The committee,” said McNa- 
mara, “should have quit when it 
was ahead”—when its earlier objec- 
tive work had earned the “general 


place in history was “well secured.” 

Its good name now, he de- 
clared, is “on the verge of com- 
plete destruction if, indeed, the 
damage has not already been 
done.” 


Sen. Wayne Morse (D-Ore.) said 
the committee’s bipartisan makeup 
of four Democrats and four Re- 
publicans had allowed GOP mem- 
bers to “force” chairman John L. 
McClellan (D-Ark.) into proce- 
dure permitting Goldwater, Curtis 
and Sen. Karl Mundt (R-S.Dak.) 


(Continued on Page 12) 


confidence of the people” and its}. 


Ike Flashes “Go Slow’ ‘Sign 
On Action to Fight Slump 


_|Congress Steps Up 
|\Legislative Pace 


By Willard Shelton 
“| Congress headed into its final weeks before Easter recess with 
-|committee action pending in many public-works areas but only a 
: housing bill actually passed in the anti-recession field. 
| In the teeth of continued bad news in all economic indicators, 
Pres. Eisenhower and the Administration re-emphasized a “‘go-slow” 


policy of delaying tax cuts and speeding up public-works spending 
| only to an extent that would not encourage what they consider 


a danger of future “inflation.” 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany carried to Capitol Hill labor’s 
message that the economic situation demands “urgent” action. In 
conferences with House Speaker Sam Rayburn (D-Tex.) and Sen- 
ate Majority Leader Lyndon Johnson (D-Tex.), Meany repeated 
warnings previously conveyed to Pres. Eisenhower that the reces- 
sion was deepening and delay was dangerous. 

The pace in Congress seemed unusually active as the party 
leaders encouraged rapid committee votes on a broad range of meas- 


ures to create jobs directly or stimu- 
late the economy and as _ the 
House joined the Senate in passing: 
two resolutions expressing- the 
“sense of Congress” that military 
and civilian spending should be 
hastened as much as “practical.” 


But action was postponed at 
- least until mid-April on major 
measures such as tax relief, fed- 
eral funds to supplement un- 
employment compensation and 
prompt increases in social secu- 
ity benefits. 

Hearings were scheduled but no 
action was close on another major 
anti-recession measure urged by the 
AFL-CIO—the Kennedy-McCarthy 
bill to establish permanent federal 
minimum standards to require 
state jobless-compensation systems 
to function as they were originally 
designed to function. 


Administration Stalls Further 

The Administration, which early 
in March refused to make up its 
mind on tax reduction until Apr. 10, 
when the March unemployment 
figures become officially “avail- 
able,” suddenly showed a desire 
for still another month of fence- 
sitting. 

Meany and the AFL-CIO Ex- 
ecutive Committee had urged 
Pres. Eisenhower to move for an 
“immediate” tax cut, warning 
things were getting “worse rather 
than better.” But on Mar. 18 Sen. 


(Continued on Page 2) 


C of C Head Finds 
Recession Solace 


The new president of the 
U. S. Chamber of Com- 
merce has found a silver lin- 
ing in the current recession. 

William A. McDonnell, 
board chairman of the First 
National Bank in St. - Louis, 
said the recession would in- 
crease productivity because 
“jobs are treasured more and 
most people work a little 


harder. 


Status of 
Recession 
Measures 


Here is the status of major anti- 
recession measures and proposals 
in Congress: 

e Tax reduction. Action post- 
poned until after Easter recess 
and Apr. 10 report on March 
joblessness. Pres. Eisenhower 
and Republican leaders seek de- 
lay “at least” until mid-May. 

e Jobless compensation. Hear- 
ings now scheduled on Kennedy- 
McCarthy bill establishing perma- 
nent federal standards below which 
states could not fall. 

e Supplementary unemployment 
insurance. Administration program 
of grants to states to supplement 
benefits to jobless workers whose 
compensation is exhausted, delayed 
by state commissioners’ lobby op- 
position. 

e Speed-up in spending. Reso- 
lutions approved expressing “sense 
of Congress” that spending should 
be expedited for civil and defense 
projects already appropriated for. 
are in committee 

e Housing. Sparkman bill to 
increase home construction passed. 
Hoped-for effect will be 200,000 
more housing units, 500,000 jobs. — 

e Highways. Senate action near 
on bill to increase by $1.5 billion 
early expenditures on federal inter- 
state highway program, despite Ad- 
ministration opposition to measure 
as too big. Action previously com- 
pleted on step-up in regular federal 
road-construction aid. 

e Public works. House action 
completed on $1.5 billion rivers 
and harbors authorization bill after . 
Administration substitute beaten. 
Bill returned to Senate for con- 
currence in amendments. Meas- 


ures to increase expenditures for 
hospitals and other public works 


are still in committee. 
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“Box Score on Congress 


UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 


Hearings are expected to begin shortly on the 


Kennedy-McCarthy federal standards bill, HR 10570, 
before the House Ways and Means Committee. 
Several other bills, including the Administration’s 
temporary program, will be considered: . 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

The Ways and Means Committee hearings will 
probably also cover the Forand bill, HR 9467, to 
raise benefits and provide for moepital and medical 
care for benefit recipients. - 

TAXES 

Hearings on general tax revisions have been con- 
cluded, but the Ways and Means Committee has not 
reported a bill. Both Administration and congres- 
sional leaders are holding back on using tax cuts as 
an economic stimulant right now, but sentiment for 
a cut is growing. The AFL-CIO is urging an 

increase in personal exemptions from $600 to $700. 

HOUSING 

Both houses have passed the $1.9 billion Sparkman 
bill to spur home-building. The AFL-CIO has asked 
for additional measures for public housing, urban 
renewal, slum clearance, etc. 


SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION 
While supporting a broad program of federal 
scholarship aid, the AFL-CIO has also requested a 
multi-billion dollar school construction program em- 
bodied in the Kelley-Neuberger bills, HR 1 and S. 
777. Senate hearings have been- concluded, House 
hearings are continuing. 


-proposals, not supported by the AFL-CIO, relating 


Conference Hits Mark: 


PUBLIC WORKS 

Progress is being made on accelerating highway, 
military, post office, reclamation and other con- 
struction programs. Extension of the Hill-Burton 
Hospital Construction Act,. with authorization for 
increased expenditures, has not yet begun to move. 


MINIMUM WAGE | 


Neither House nor Senate Labor Committee has] 


yet reported a bill, although extensive hearings have 
been held. AFL-CIO supports the Morse-Kelley 
bills, S. 1267 and HR 4575. 
DEPRESSED AREAS 
The AFL-CIO supports the Douglas bill, S. 964, 
and the Spence bill, HR 6215. House hearings begin 
Apr. 15. The Senate Banking Committee is con- 
tinuing its hearings. 
WELFARE FUNDS 
The Senate Labor Committee is still considering 
S. 2888, Sen. Douglas’ bill, which is supported by the 
AFL-CIO. No action has been taken by the House 
committee. 
OTHER LABOR LEGISLATION 
The Senate Labor subcommittee is expected to 


start hearings March 25 on Administration and other, 
to union fund reporting, trusteeships, etc. 
FEDERAL PAY 


Pay raise.measures for postal and classified em- 
ployes haye passed the Senate and been reported by 
the House Post Office and Civil Service Committee. 


Both Parties Weigh Recession 
As Political Seilnvlns Continues 


(Continued from Page 1) 
William F. Knowland (R-Calif.) 
said after a long White House 
visit by GOP congressional lead- 
ers that a decision could not be 
reached for “at least” two 
months. 

Eisenhower desired to wait, 
Knowland indicated, to see the 
scope of re-employment resulting 
from stepped-up defense expendi- 
tures and whatever public works 
are put into motion. The new 
timetable, if the Administration is 
able to make it stick, would post- 
pone until the middle of May— 
four and a half months after Con- 
gress entered its new session—a 
solid commitment on taxes. 


Congress Speeds Housing 

The housing bill sent to the White 
House by House concurrence in a 
Senate-originated measure would 
provide $1.9 billion in loan guaran- 
tees and other steps to stimulate 
construction and provide jobs. 
Sponsored by Sen. John J. Spark- 
man (D-Ala.), the bill went 
through only after Republicans had 
forced through a provision raising 
interest rates on veterans’ housing 
from 4% to 4% percent. 

Vice Pres. Nixon cast a tie- 
breaking vote to copper-rivet this 
language in the bill after a Dem- 
ocratic amendment had failed 
to remove it. 

Votes were all but unanimous in 
both the House and Senate asking 
the Administration to speed ex- 
penditures for military and civilan 
construction already appropriated 
for. The resolutions, however, have 
no force of law, and Republicans 
were able to water down their im- 
pact by getting acceptance of an 
addition “commending” the Admin- 
istration for‘ stepped-up spending 
it had already approved. 


A Senate Public Works sub- 
committee voted approval of a bill 
to spend an additional $1.5 billion 
this year on the federal interstate 
highway system. Despite direct 
opposition by Pres: Eisenhower to 
the measure as “too big,” Senate 
floor action was scheduled before 
Easter recess. The bill was tempo- 
rarily delayed by a dispute over 
anti-billboard provisions. 

The Senate passed a bill to 
“correct” existing law on life 
insurance company earnings by 
reducing the tax the companies 
must pay on 1957 income by 
$124 million. It defeated as 
“premature” amendments by Sen. 
Paul H. Douglas (D-Ill.) to re- 
duce income and excise taxes 
and by Sen. Ralph W. Yar- 
borough (D-Tex.) to raise per- 
sonal tax exemptions from $600 
to $800. 

Sen. J. William Fulbright (D- 
Ark.), chairman of the Banking and 

Currency Committee, introduced a 
measure to authorize $2 billion in 
federal long-term loans to states 
and cities for local public works. 
Sen. Styles Bridges (R-N. H.) 
called for revival of a large-scale 
Reconstruction Finance Corp. to 
lend federal money to business 
enterprises, such as railroads, that 
face trouble. 


Political Jockeying Continues 

In this flurry of activity, political 
jockeying between the two parties 
continued. Fulbright took the 
Senate floor to complain that Eisen- 
hower in a letter tried to create an 
impression that he was “pressing” 
Congress and that Congress, in turn 
was showing “reluctance to act” on 
anti-recession measures. 

Nothing of the sort, said Ful- 
bright. The Administration requests 
were either “routine,” “meaning- 


Law Aims at Halting 
Chiseling by Employers 


Employers who hang on to the withholding taxes they lift from 


their workers’ pay envelopes will have tougher going under a new 
law recently signed by Pres. Eisenhower. 


Under the old legislation, the government had to prove the. 


embezzling employer with “willful failure” to turn the money over 


to the Internal Revenue Service, < 
task that often was impossible. 
Now, the old excuse won’t do. 
An employer who doesn’t make 
withholding payments to the IRS 
when they are due will be required 
to open a special bank account in 


which he -must deposit all. future 
withholdings. If he doesn’t, he is 
liable to up to a year in jail and a 
$5,000 fine, plus court costs. 

Workers whose employers fail 
to turn in their withholdings have 
less to worry about, 


less” or stymied by the Administra- 
tion’s own shortsightedness and 
delay. 

The President’s upcoming pro- 
gram for federal assistance to 
supplement the exhausted unem- 
ployment compensation of grow- 
ing thousands of workers was 
delayed by an internal quarrel 
over whether money should ,be 
advanced as loans or outright 
grants: : 

A powerful lobby of state em- 
ployment security officials — state 
bureaucrats whose local “empires” 
would be damaged by federal “in- 
trusion” in their programs—fought 
hard against grants. 
called in the executive committee 
of the Governors’ Conference be- 
fore reaching a decision on a de- 
tailed program already delayed 
for two weeks after its announce- 
ment in principle. 


Bottle Up Tax Relief 


The issue of tax reduction was 
bottled up, for all practical pur- 
poses, when a “gentlemen’s agree- 
ment” was reached between House 
Democrats and the Administration 
that neither would “jump the gun” 
by offering its own tax-relief pro- 
gram without advance notice to 
the other on timing. 

The “gentlemen’s” pact, it was 
understood, applied only to tim- 
ing and not to the content of 
any program finally offered. 
Democrats in the House, which 
under the constitution must orig- 
inate all revenue measures in- 
cluding tax cuts, tended to ridi- 
cule the Administration’s desire 
to delay a decision a month 
longer than previously proposed. 

But Democrats themselves had 
not yet reached a formal agree- 
ment on the kind of measure they 


drive through, possibly against 
massive ‘White House opposition, 
when Congress returns from its 
vacation and the Apr. 10 figures 
are published on March employ- 
ment and joblessness. 


Across-the-Board-Cut Asked 

Vice Pres. Nixon and Labor Sec. 
James P. Mitchell, two Administra- 
tion spokesmen who have spoken 
in favor of early tax cuts, also 
committed themselves to “across- 
the-board” relief. This phrase, 
generally, means cuts to favor cor- 
porations and high-level taxpayers 
rather than to emphasize increased 
purchasing power by concentrating 


| gates after seven regional leaders 


Eisenhower | 


would finally sponsor and seek to] 


By Saul 


istration. ‘Their mission: to take 


Labor to Maintain 
‘Heat’ on Congress 


Miller 


Organized labor opened the second round of its drive to “Put 
America Back to Work” as over 1,000 delegates to the emergency 
legislative conference in Washington returned to their homes to 
encourage continued efforts to influence Congress and the Admin. 


the “Washington story” to their 


locals, central and state bodies, ar-® 
range for Easter recess visits with 
congressmen and senators and 
maintain a steady stream of mail 
asking action on the AFL-CIO 
program. 

(See picture stories on 

Pages 5 and 8) 


The job at hand was spelled out 
in the final day of the three-day 
emergency conference in the na- 
tion’s capital after days of inten- 
sive lobbying on Capitol Hill and 
presentation of labor’s views di- 
rectly to Pres. Eisenhower by AFL- 
CIO Pres. George Meany and the 
Executive Committee. 


Encouraging Signs : 
Andrew J. Biemiller, AFL-CIO 
legislative director, told the dele- 


had reported encouraging signs that 
Congress was becoming increasing- 
ly aware of the seriousness of the 
recession: 

“I hope when you get home 
you will be carrying the story of 
this conference and our program 
to your local unions, to your 
central bodies.” He added: 

“The congressmen will be re- 
turning home for an Easter re- 
cess soon. Take your members 
around to see them. It is also 
important to keep in touch with 
them by mail.” 

“The delegates will concentrate on 
mobilizing support on a program 
to: 

e Cut taxes for lower and mid- 
dle income groups. 

e Adopt federal standards for 
unemployment insurance. 

e@ Increase defense spending. 
e Initiate a broad public works 
program. 
AFL-CIO Vice Pres. Peter 
Schoemann, who chaired the re- 
port session, told the delegates the 
Administration had made no ef- 
fort to “tap the vast and able re- 
sources of trade unionism” to help 
fight the recession and that this was 
a “basic shortcoming in the think- 
ing of those who govern ... during 
these trying times.” 

McDonald Cites Jobless 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. David J. 
McDonald reported on the White 
House visit, indicating that Pres. 
Eisenhower was impressed with the 
views of the AFL-CIO leaders and 
“terribly concerned” about the state 
of the nation’s economy. 

McDonald, president of the 
Steelworkers, reported that 214,000 
members of his union are unem- 
ployed and an additional 353,000 
are working less than 40 hours a 
week. 

He called for support of the for- 


Can’t Insult a Lady 
Even If You Smile 


Portland, Gre.—There are 
some names you can’t call a 
lady—even if you smile. 

A 50-year-old woman quit 
her job when her employer, 
a Portland florist, called her 
an “old bag.” 

When she applied for un- 
employment compensation, 
the florist protested that he 
was only joking. But a state 
appeals referee ruled that she 
had a right to quit—joke or 
no joke—and granted her re- 
quest for compensation. 


eign aid program, increased govern- 

ment expenditures, a boost in con- 

sumer purchasing power and in- 
centives for business to continue 
expanding. 

_ The reports on lobbying on 
Capitol Hill made by the spokes- 
men for the seven regional group- 
ings indicated that there was a 
definite concern about improve- 
ment in unemployment compen- 
sation, with lesser emphasis on 
housing and school construction 
and mixed response on a tax cut, 

Delegates reported a generally 
good reception and hearing and 
a growing anxiety about the 
spread of the recession to all 
areas. 


Reporting for the regions were 
Walter Mason, Hyman Bookbinder, 
and George Riley of the AFL-CIO 
Dept. of Legislation; Joseph Mc- 
Donald of the Steelworkers; Paul 
Sifton of the Auto Workers; George 
Nelson of the Machinists; and Cy- 
rus Anderson of the Railway La- 
bor Executives Association, 


Canadian Office 
Goes to Cushing 


Ottawa, Ont. — Executive Vice 
Pres. Gordon G. Cushing of the 
Canadian Labor Congress has been 
named assistant deputy minister of 
labor, Canadian Labor Minister 
Michael Starr has announced. 

The appointment is effective May 
1, which means he will not be a 
candidate for reelection at the CLC 
convention scheduled for Apr. 21 
to 25 in Winnipeg. He will be one 
of two assistant deputy ministers in 
the department, the other being 
George V. Haythorne. 

Cushing will succeed M. M. Mac- 
Lean, former secretary-treasurer of 
the Canadian Brotherhood of Rail- 
way Employes and Other Trans- 
portation Workers, who is retiring. 


Top 


the inflationary spiral. Most of 


consumers to simply sit by and 


tax reduction among low-income 


families. 


it,” he said. 


Economist Denies 
Wages Cause Inflation 


East Lansing, Mich.—One of the nation’s top authorities on 
wages says flatly that wages “have not been the aggressor” in 


ing to keep up with increased prices. 

Dr. Lloyd G. Reynolds, head of the economics department 
at Yale University, told a Michigan State University audience 
that attempts to pick on wages and hold unions responsible 
for provoking inflation have been “very much over done.” 

Government spending on war and defense was tagged as the 
major factor in price increases in the last 15 years by Dr. Reyn- 
olds. He added it’s not reasonable to expect workers and other 


“I think it is perfectly natural for unions to make catching 
up demands to overhaul the price level and to keep up with 


the time wages are merely try- 


take the brunt of the inflation. 
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| Worst Recession Since War 
Still Is Moving Downward 


(Continued from Page 1) 


that prospects for new car sales 
were the lowest since 1951. 


6 


jobless railroad workers doubled 
since a year ago with 11 percent 
unemployed in February and in- 
creasing in March. 


Jobless Benefits Running Out 


Robert C. Goodwin, director of 
the Labor Dept.’s Bureau of Em- 


—Rail Retirement Board re- 


ployment Security, told a House |}- 


Labor subcommittee that the num- 
ber of persons exhausting unem- 
ployment benefits is rising and can 
be expected to move upward sharp- 
ly in April and May. 

He told the House group that 
the rate at which unemployed per- 
sons are exhausting jobless pay 
benefits has been rising since De- 
cember. 

There was only one favorable 
indicator in the lot. The Com- 
merce Dept. reported that cash 
dividend payments in February 
were up $11 million over Janu- 
ary and that for the first two 
months of 1958 dividends were 
running at the same rate as Jan- 
vary and February 1957. 

While Congress and the Admin- 
istration maneuvered on anti-reces- 
sion programs the Federal Reserve 
Board moved in on the monetary 
front for the second time in a 
month with a one half percent cut 
in reserves required of member 
banks. 

Could Reduce Interest 

The move is aimed at making 
making more money available for 
loan purposes and possible heavy 
Treasury financing. The larger re- 


ported that the number of. 


serves available to banks could 
possibly -help in lowering interest 
rates. 

The continuing deepening of 
the recession brought new calls 
for government action ‘anaes un- 
ion leaders. 


The United Steelworkers execu- 
tive board adopted a resolution 
calling for action now “not next 
month”, adding that a “real de- 
pression” exists in the steel industry. 


The board urged a nine-point pro- |? 
gram including tax cuts, raising |j 


jobless benefits and. standards, a 
public works and expanded federal 


housing program, school construc- | § 


tion, aid for distressed areas, in- 
crease in the minimum wage and 
“implementation” of the Employ- 
ment Act of 1946, 


Kennedy Asks Excise Cut 
W. P. Kennedy, president of the 
Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen, 
warned that legislative action is 
needed on the railroad front and 
called for strong support of the 
AFL-CIO program. He urged also 
the elimination of the present 10 
percent excise tax on passenger 

travel and 3 percent on freight. 
Carl Megel, president of the 
American Federation of Teachers, 
urged immediate action by Con- 
gress on a school construction pro- 

gram and an income tax cut. 


The American recession ap- 
parently was having its counter- 
part in Canada with 834,544 per- 
sons registered for unemploy- 
ment insurance—or 20 percent 
of the insured work force. 

The Dominion Bureau of Sta- 
tistics reported that average weekly 


wages and hours were down in 
January. 


Mitchell Again Asks 
Improved Jobless Pay 


The Eisenhower Administration, which has been appealing with- 
out too much success to the states to strengthen their unemployment 
compensation systems, has launched a new appeal for improvements. 

Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell has sent a letter to the governors of 
the 48 states, Hawaii and Alaska suggesting that “in this period of 


Fi 2 
economic readjustment and its at-| 


tendant unemployment,” they take 
a new look at their benefit pro- 
grams. j 


Still Fall Short 

While stating that some improve- 
ments have been made, Mitchell 
pointed out that “coverage size of 
benefits and duration still fall short 
of the standards the Administration 
has been recommending in recent 
years.” 


“I should like to take this op- 
portunity to express a concern 
which I know you share,” he 
wrote, “that during this period 
of unemployment compensation 
claims be processed with, if pos- 
sible, even greater dispatch than 
in normal times, and that em- 
ployment services be fully main- 
tained to the end that unem- 
ployed workers get back on the 
job as promptly as possible.” 
Failure of the Administration 

thus far to induce the states to 
enact adequate unemployment com- 
pensation has led organized labor 
0 reiterate its demands for im- 
Proved federal standards. The Ken- 
nedy-McCarthy bill, now before 
Congress, which calls for federal 


standards, is strongly supported by 
the AFL-CIO, 


Beirne Asks Hike 
In Social Service 


Columbus, O.—Prevention of the 
social ills that afflict the “human 
resources” which are “the nation’s 
most valuable asset” is “better than 
remedy,” Chairman Joseph A. 
Beirne of the AFL-CIO Commu- 
nity Services Committee told some 
300 union members at a statewide 
conference on labor’s stake in social 
health and welfare programs. 

Beirne, an AFL-CIO vice presi- 
dent and president of the Communi- 
cation Workers, called for the ex- 
pansion and modification of exist- 
ing social services, and the creation 
of new agencies and facilities re- 
quired to meet needs which may be 
unmet. 

He emphasized labor’s role in 
voluntary social agencies, -through 
the channels of Community Serv- 
ices Activities, and pointed out that 
union members “have accepted the 
challenge of this responsibility.” 

Beirne lauded Chairman Ray 
Ross and Sec. Irvin Ryan of the 
Ohio State “Community Services 


Committee not only for setting up! 


the conference, “but more impor- 
tantly for their year-round efforts 
in developing responsible labor par- 
ticipation in the network of health 
and welfare agencies that’ exists for 
the betterment of all the people of 
Ohio.” 


recession legislation. 
Memorial Hall. 


| Union Leaders Ask Slump ‘Action Now’ 


THE CRITICAL UNEMPLOYMENT situation in Coniseetiba incusit out over 2,000 persons to a 
Connecticut AFL-CIO rally to urge the special session of the legislature to enact emergency anti- 


The joint ‘legislative committee refused to shift its hearings to Bushnell 


March. 


AFL-CIO Memo Warns President 
Against Waiting for March Upturn 


The AFL-CIO has supplied Pres. Eisenhower with a detailed memorandum supporting labor’s 
contention that the nation’s economic health will be “worse rather than better” at the end of 


The memorandum is a direct outgrowth of a White House meeting between the President and 
the eight-man AFL-CIO Executive Committee at. which the labor leaders made a direct plea for im- 


mediate action to stem the deepen- 
ing recession. 

The Executive Committee told 
the President that the statistical 
evidence of suffering and hard- 
ship is so overwhelming that it 
would be “unnecessary and un- 
wise” to wait for next month’s 
unemployment figures. 

In a covering letter AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany noted that at 
the White House session the group 
made plain its belief that the “re- 
cession had not hit the bottom,” 
and after reviewing the economic 
indicators it’s even plainer that 
“things are not growing better; they 
are in fact growing worse.” 


Notes Further Cutbacks 


He noted also that the latest fig- 
ures showing unemployment at 5.2 
million were based on joblessness 
through the week of Feb. 15 and 
that during the week of Mar. 9 
steel and auto production had 
dropped sharply. 

The memorandum to the Presi- 
dent cited the following economic 
indicators complete with tables as 
upholding the contention that 
March will not produce an upturn: 

e Industrial production has 
dropped from a rate of 146 in 
January 1957 to 130 in February 
of this year. 

e New orders placed with man- 
ufacturers have dropped from $28.9 
in January 1957 to $24.2 billion ‘in 
January of this year. 

e It is estimated that business 
investment in new plant and equip- 


Steel Output Drop 


Not News—No Strike 


America has lost more steel 
production in the current re- 
cession than was lost “in 
every steel strike during the 
current century,” Steelwork- 
ers Pres. David J. McDonald 
told the AFL-CIO emergency 
legislative conference. 

During a steel strike, he 
added, there is a “vast hue 
and cry” about lost produc- 
tion. But today with a tre- 
mendous number of tons of 
steel not produced because of 
the recession there is no hue 


and cry, he said. 


ment will be $32 billion in 1958 as 
compared with $37 billion in 1957. 


e Retail sales were down from 
$16.3 billion in January 1957 to 
$16.2 billion in February 1958. 


e Hours worked per week ‘in 
manufacturing were down from 
40.2 hours in January 1957 to 38.5 
in February of this year. 


e Unemployment as percent of 


labor force in January 1957 was 
4.2 percent. In February of this 
year it was 6.7 percent. 

The memorandum concludes 
that on the basis of the evidence 
“waiting another month will 
only further confirm the present 
downtown.” 

“No important economic indi- 
cator holds out hope for an up- 
turn in the next month,” it said. 


CWA Asks Saulnier 


To Pass on 


Demands 


The Communications Workers have appealed to Raymond J. 


Saulnier, chairman of the President’s Council of Economic Advisers, 


to take on the job of passing jud 


gment on their contract demands. 


The request was made by CWA Pres. Joseph A. Beirne after Sec. 


of Labor James P. Mitchell had rejected an earlier plea that he 


name a panel of “eminent Ameri-® 


cans” to tell the union if its pro- 
posals are timely and reasonable. 


Ask Substantial Increases 


The CWA has voted to ask for 
substantial wage increases and lib- 
eralized vacations in its 1958 bar- 
gaining as a means of giving the 
economy a “shot in the arm” by 
increasing purchasing power among 
its members. 

The aim, Beirne explained in 
a letter to Saulnier, is to follow 
Pres. Eisenhower’s injunction “to 
act wisely, to act reasonably, to 
keep the lid on, to have confi- 
dence.” 


He expressed regret that the 
bid to Mitchell was turned down 
“on the grounds that it was none 
of his business” and “with the ad- 
vice that we work out the answer 
with management of the communi- 
cations industry.” 


Cites Public Interest 


“It is our present hope that you 
may- be able to give us the kind 
of answers we seek,” he continued. 


“You and your colleagues are 
the highest governmental author- 
ities on economics. We believe 
that the public interest would be 
served if you accept our request 
to hear our demands as we in- 
tend to present them to industry, 
documented by facts and figures. 


“We agree in advance to be 


guided by your opinion as to 
whether or not our demands are 
wise, and reasonable, and whether 
they would help to end the pres- 
ent recession. If you tell us we 
ask too little, we will revise our 
demands upward; if you tell us 
we ask too much, we will pare our 
demands. 


Subordinate to Public Good 

“We subordinate ourselves to the 
public good, and stand ready to 
appear before you at a time and 
place suitable to your conven- 
ience.” 

The original request that Mit- 
chell name a board to examine the 
union’s demands was authorized 
at a conference of about 1,000_ 
CWA local union officers in Chi- 
cago which got the 1958 bargain- 
ing campaign off to a start. 


Radio and TV Unions 
In Canada Okay Unity 


Ottawa, Ont——Members of the 
National Association of Broadcast 
Employes & Technicians and the 
Association of Radio & Television 
Employes of Canada have approved 
in a referendum the principle of a 
merger between the two affiliates of 
the Canadian Labor Congress. 

About 87 percent of the NABET 
members and 62 percent of the 
ARTEC members approved. 
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COOPERATIVE HOUSING PROJECT for mill workers in Erwin, N. Cc. sponsored by the Textile 
Workers Union, drew a lot of favorable comment at the first National Conference on Cooperative 
Housing, held in Washington. Here Sec. Boris Shishkin (left) of the AFL-CIO reg Committee 


and Bert Seidman, AFL-CIO economist, get an explanation of the details from John W 


TWUA legislative representative 


Cooperative Housing Conference 


Told How Unions Aid Program 


Cooperative efforts to get people into housing they can afford were given new impetus and strong 
backing at the first National Conference on Cooperative Housing, held in Washington. 

Co-sponsored by the National Housing Conference, National Association of Housing and Redevel- 
opment Officials and the Cooperative League of the U. S. A., delegates heard a thorough airing of 
the problems—and how they have been overcome—by experts ‘and ponenets of backing from congres- 


4s 


in Washington. 


. Edelman, 


sional leaders. 

They spent two days planning 
how co-op housing can create bet- 
ter housing for wage earners. 


Union officials told the confer- 
ence that labor has a big stake in 
how its members spend their 
money for housing and what the 
government does to help all peo- 
ple get homes. 


Offered as typical of what unions 
are doing to help their members 
‘were the experience of Local 3, 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
with its huge Elechester cooperative 
apartment development in Queens, 
N. Y., and plans of the Textile 
Workers Union for a cooperative 
housing project at Erwin, N. C., 
where members of the union’s Lo- 
cal 250 have been suffering from a 
serious shortage. 


Not a Single Loss 

Business Mgr. Harry Van Ars- 
dale of IBEW Local 3 described 
how the union made 650 loans to 
its members, ‘‘without a single loss,” 
largely for down payments in the 
project, where apartments cost 
about $17 per room per month. 

The union also convinced many 
members on a $5 a week savings 
plan. When a member had ac- 
cumulated $100, Van Arsdale ex- 


plained, he got a bond and a home. 
The plan enabled the ‘sponsors to 
make up the difference between the 
members’ down payments and the 
amount that could be borrowed 
from banks to pay for construction 
costs. + 
“People have to leamn how to 
make their money work for 
them,” he commented. “We 
learned a lot about credit and 
interest when we got into our 
housing program — and about 
ourselves.” 

The union’s combined savings 
and loan plan, he said, was aimed 
at ending the drain on family fi- 
nances caused by the fact that “peo- 
ple work six years of their working 
life to pay for time charges, credit 
charges and othet costs of financ- 
ing. ” 

Companies Fail to Act 


The housing crisis in Erwin was 
caused when the two companies in 
which the 2,000 members of Local 
250 work failed to provide facilities 
for an expanding population. 

“Having severed the apron 
strings of dependence on the mill 
for providing shelter,” said 
TWUA Research Dir. Sol Bar- 
kin, “the textile worker must now 
look to his own resources to ob- 
tain adequate housing.” 


Labor Hits Budget Gut 
For Meat Inspection 


The Meat Inspection Div. of the Dept. of Agriculture is “literally 


not able to fulfill its job” because of lack of inspectors, Pres. Thomas 
J. Lloyd of the Meat Cutters told a House Appropriations subcom- 
mittee in pleading for increased funds. 


Lloyd, who also spoke for the AFL-CIO, warned that the current 


“desperate shortage” of inspectors 
will push up the price of ‘meat un- 
less it is relieved. 

“While the number of plants for 
which meat inspection must be sup- 
plied has increased 55 percent,” he 
said, “the number of inspectors to 
carry out the inspection has de- 
creased 6 percent in the last 15 
years.” 

He described as “completely 
inadequate” the Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration budget request for 
$17.3 million for meat inspec- 
tion, explaining it would result 
in an even smaller staff than this 


year. He urged an appropriation 


of $19.2 million to permit hiring 
some 412 additional inspectors, 
and submitted a detailed state- 
ment showing the need for them. 

Lloyd supported the Administra- 
tion’s request for $5.3 million for 
poultry inspectiod. 

AFL-CIO Legislative Rep. 
George D. Riley, who accompanied 
Lloyd, filed a statement pointing 
out that red meat inspection is 
mandatory under the law “despite 
the ready manner in which the Bu- 
reau of the Budget has refused to 
permit a request for sufficient 
sums.” 


A union-conducted survey 
showed that more than half the 
workers were in the market for 
new homes. So the TWUA ac- 
quired title to 37 acres for a hous- 
ing co-op and on it has planned for 
modern, attractive ranch-type 
homes, on large lots. These will 
be sold with a $500 down payment 
and monthly carrying charges of 
about $60, made possible through 
an FHA-guaranteed mortgage. 

Other speakers from unions in- 
cluded John W. Edelman, TWUA 
legislative representative in Wash- 
ington, who participated in a work- 
shop discussion of organization of 
co-ops, and Sec. Joseph Keenan of 
the IBEW, who as a panel member 
helped explore the financing of co- 
operative housing. 


Pennsylvania 
Dress Strike 
Continuing 


New York—More than 11,000 
members of the Ladies Garment 
Workers continued to walk picket 
lines this week, as some 300 dress 
manufacturers in Pennsylvania re- 
fused to join with the rest of the 
industry in accepting the terms 
which led to settlement of the 
dress industry’s first strike in 25 
years. 

- The shops which remained 
struck were among ones which re- 
cently had bolted from the indus- 
try associations and which there- 
fore refused to be bound by ac- 
ceptance of the settlement which 
gave ILGWU members average 
annual economic gains of 11.25 
percent plus agreement on rigid 
enforcement of contracts to cut 
down employer chiseling. 

A union spokesman said talks 
were continuing with the manu- 


facturers on an individual basis. - 


He.pointed out that since the gen- 
eral settlement some of the larger 
hold-outs had capitulated to 
terms ending the walkout. 

It was indicated that the con- 
tracts being arranged with the 
Pennsylvania employers generally 
will give ILGWU members greatér 
economic gains, principally be- 
cause of the fact that these shops 
were paying wages well below the 


| AF L-C1O Calls Conference: 


Job Injury Benefits 
Lag Behind Needs 


A half-century of effort to provide medical care, income a 
rehabilitation for the worker injured on the job will be reviewed g 
the AFL-CIO National Conference on Workmen’s Compensatig 
to be held Apr. 15 to 17 in the Sheraton-Park Hotel, Washingigy 
Delegations are expected from national and international unig 


Le 


bodies. 

The golden jubilee of the legis- 
lation first enacted in 1908 for a 
restricted number of federal em- 
ployes by Congress at the request 
of Pres. Theodore Roosevelt finds 
state laws not only behind the times, 
but still failing to meet even “the 
limited objectives which its early 
advocates had set for it,” according 
to AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany. 

“It is my wish,” said Meany in 
his call to the conference, “that 
the conference review the experi- 
ence of 50 years of legislation; 
evaluate the basic concepts of 
workmen’s compensation within 
_the framework of the total pri- 
vate and public social insurance 
programs; and explore programs 
to see if workmen’s compensation 
can be made to accomplish the 
recognized objectives of this old- 
est of social insurances in Amer- 
ica.” 

Meany stressed that it is the job 
of the labor movement and union 
members to see “that workers in- 
jured on the job and their families 
are cared for.” 

In 1956, last year for which full 
statistics are available, only be- 
tween 41 and 42 million of the 
country’s 62 million workers were 
covered by workmen’s compensa- 
tion. Many of those who thought 


prived of benefits- by legal gim- 
micks. 


Laws Vary Widely 

Twenty-five states give the em- 
ployer the option of accepting or 
rejecting workmen’s compensation 
for his employes. Two states make 
no provision at all for those injured 
by occupational diseases, and 18 
states allow benefits for only a 
Kmited number of diseases. 

But even the covered worker 
finds himself inadequately covered. 
In 15 states and Alaska medical 
benefits are limited to a fixed time 
or a maximum amount. More than 
25 percent of the states cut off 
medical benefits arbitrarily, and 
often at a time when they are most 
needed. 

Wage loss benefits, like medi- 
cal benefits, fall so far short of 
meeting the mark that the seri- 
ously, permanently injured are 


and wasteful lawsuits have crept 
into the administration of the law 
in many states, and in five it is 
| administered through state 
courts. 
In 1956 employers paid $1.6 bil- 
lion to cover their workers with 


departments and state. central® 


they were covered have been de-|. 


condemned to poverty. Costly | 


insurance against injuries on jy 
job. The workers got only a itt 
more than $1 billion of it. 
rest went to the insurance ¢g 
panies. 


Negro College Drive | 
Backed by Meany 


Contributions to the 1958 
campaign of the United Ne. 
gro College Fund have beeg 
urged on the presidents of 
affiliated unions and central 
bodies in a letter from AFI. 
CIO Pres. George Meany. 

Meany expressed pleasure 
at again serving on the fund’s 
national council, and gave the 
drive for $2.5 million his per. 
sonal endorsement as well as 
that of the AFL-CIO. The 
money sought, he pointed out, 
represents that part of the 
operating budgets of the 33 
member colleges which is nof 
met by tuition and endow. 
ment. 

“The member colleges of 
the fund,” he wrote, “consti- 
tute a vital source of leader. 
ship for millions of Ameri 


cans.” © 
wr 


Wiretapping | 
Trial of Hoffa 
Set for April 8 


New York—tThe wiretap trial of 
Teamster Pres. James R. Hoffa wa 
postponed in federal district cout 
until Apr. 8. = 

10 Pes Judge John M. Cashif SEN 
granted a prosecution request for 
the postponement because US. 
Atty. Paul Williams is currently er 
gaged in trying an important nar 
cotics case here. 

The first trial of Hoffa and two 
co-defendents ended in a hung jung ; 
last December at which time 
jury stood 11-to-1 for conviction 
On trial with the Teamster pre 
dent are Owen (Bert) Brennat,’ 
vice president of the union, ait 
Bernard Spindel, a professional wits 
tapper. 

The government charges that th 
three had conspired to tap 
phone wires at the union’s Detfil 
headquarters so that Hoffa ai 
Brennan could eavesdrop on Teait 
ster business agents who allegedly 
had been supplying information ® 


a one-man grand jury. 


announced. 


million has been accumulated. 


financial officers. 


industry average. 


Machinists Vote App 


Of Special Defense Fund 


A special defense fund from which strikers will be paid 


benefits of $35 weekly has been approved in a referendum vote 
by members of the Machinists, Sec.-Treas. Eric Peter 


The vote, conducted in local lodges during 
110,187 in favor of the proposal, 65,891 pes de A recom 
. | breaking 1,759 lodges participated in the balloting. 

The membership action amended the IAM constitution 0 
as to increase from $1.30 to $2 a month the portion of ead 
member’s dues which goes to the grand lodge. Of this, 50 
cents is to be set aside in the special strike fund, which may bé 
used for no other purpose. Benefits will be paid when $2 


The increased per capita also will give each IAM membill 
a subscription to the Machinist, the union’s weekly newspapety 
and pay for bonding up to $2,500 local and district bets. 
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‘Car ar on Slump to Congress 


abor Carries W ump to 


ere oe 


REPORTS BACK TO THE DELEGATES to the AFL-CIO emergency conference on the recession 
indicated that the over 1,000 delegates had made a sharp impact on the Hill on the need for legisla- 
tion. The reports were “encouraging” but disclosed a need for intensive work back home. 


PAUL SIFTON sgt JOE McDONALD 
Congress is listening ' "Sake the story back home 


SEN. IRVING M. IVES (R-N. Y.) GETS A FILL-IN ON UNEMPLOYMENT IN NEW 
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__| § CRITICAL MICHIGAN UNMEPLOYMENT IS DISCUSSED WITH SEN. PAT McNAMARA GOP SENATORS CASE AND MEET N. J. GROUP 
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Forum for Slander 


TH McCLELLAN COMMITTEE’S usefulness as an agency for 
ferreting out improper activities in the field of labor-management 
relations can be permanently impaired by its investigation of the 
Auto Workers’ strike against the violently anti-union Kohler Co. 

The hearings have deteriorated into a partisan political attack on 
the UAW by Senators Goldwater, Mundt and Curtis. They have 
created an atmosphere that could be prejudicial to the National 
Labor Relations Board’s independent consideration of the evidence 
and the findings by a trial examiner that the Kohler Co. is guilty of 
unfair labor practices. 

Last December, at the AFL-C{O convention, labor expressed 
“deep concern” that the McClellan committee “may allow itself to 
be used for political retaliation and as a forum for the display of 
anti-union propaganda.” 

‘This concern has become a reality. Whatever contributions the 
committee earlier made to exposing wrongdoing are being over- 
shadowed by the current demonstration of hostility to the aims and 
objectives of unions to improve the economic and social conditions 
of their members. 

The AFL-CIO has made its position clear. It will continue to 
“cooperate fully with all proper legislative committees . . . seeking 
fairly and objectively to keep the labor movement or any other seg- 
ment of our society free from any and all corrupt influences.” 

But it will not respect a committee whose members abuse its 
processes to viciously slander the trade union movement. 


Recession Danger Abroad 


MERICA’S ROLE AS a leader of the free world is being seri- 
ously endangered by the worst U.S. recession since the end 
of World War. II. 

The seriously weakened state of the American economy is im- 
pairing our ability t6 combat Soviet subversion and imperialism 
among the world’s uncommitted nations, 

Our military strength, already weakened by Administration 
budget policies, is further endangeted by the economy’s down- 
ward slide. 

The Communist world has been waiting since the end of World 
War II for a major U.S. depression as its best hope for achieving 
its goal of world domination without firing a shot. 

The plight of America’s unemployed is serious enough. ~But 
coupled with a deteriorating condition in relation to the struggle to 
maintain and strengthen the free world, the current recession poses 
an acute danger. 

In terms of both the domestic and world situation, the urgency 
for immediate action on a full-scale anti-recession program is 
greater than ever. 


Pravda: Please Copy 


F NIKITA KHRUSHCHEY is going into the business of publish- 
ing speeches by AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany— it’s reported the 
Soviet press will run full text on his recession speech—we’d like to 
suggest a few other topics. 
During the 12th session of the UN General Assembly, Meany as 
a member of the U.S. delegation spoke on the phony nature of Soviet 
cultural exchange programs and the role of trade unions in the 
United States vs. phony unions in Russia and the satellite lands. 
If Khrushchey is interested we can make these—and some 
choice reports on slave labor—available. 
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A L-CIO NEWS 


Conuulsore Open Shop ¢ Goal 


Oi ‘Right-to-Work Campaigns 


The following article is excerpted from “The 
Compulsory Open Shop” by Clair M. Cook, execu- 
tive director of the Religion and Labor Foundation, 
which appeared in the Jan. 1 issue of The Christian 
Century. 

Today’s campaign against “compulsory unionism” 
is the latest phase of a drive against what labor stu- 
dents call “union security.” The drive dates from 

903, when forces seeking to weaken and destroy 
labor unions were first organized. The current phase 
is a no less powerful, albeit more subtly disguised, 
effort to curb the “increasing aggressiveness of 
organized labor.” 

That familiar-sounding phrase was enunciated in 
1903, in the address of Pres. John E. Edgerton to 
the National Association of Manufacturers, then eight 
years old. At its convention that year the NAM 
adopted its often reaffirmed “Declaration of Labor 
Principles.” 

Point 3 of that 10-point statement declares: “No 
person shall be refused employment or in any way 
discriminated against on account of membership or 
non-membership in any labor organization.” Point 9 
underlines this policy: “This association declares its 
unalterable antagonism to the closed shop and insists 
that the doors of no industry be closed against 
American workmen because of their membership or 
non-membership in any labor organization.” 


41 Years Later in Florida 

Forty-one years later, Florida passed a constitu- 
tional amendment whose wording, strikingly similar, 
is repeated in numerous so-called “right-to-work” 
laws: “The right of persons to work-or not to work 
shall not be denied or abridged on account of mem- 
bership or non-membership in any labor union or 
labor organization.” 

Three years later the Taft-Hartley Act forbade 
the closed shop on a national scale and specifically 
permitted states to forbid, if they wished, the 
modified form of union security known as the 
union shop. Now there is a widespread, highly 
organized campaign to. make these further restric- 
tions federal law—in short, to promote the open 
shop by compulsion. 

If the phrase “closed shop” was not used for the 
first time in the 1903 NAM declaration, at least the 
drive for an “open shop” which followed succeeded 
so well in supplanting the older nomenclature that 
even labor was compelled to accept the repugnant, 
emotionally colored term. 

By 1907, Samuel Gompers was commenting to the 
AFL convention: ‘Those who are hostile to labor 
cunningly employ the term ‘closed shop’ for a union 
shop because of the general antipathy which is 
ordinarily felt toward anything being closed, and 
with the specious plea that the so-called open shop 
must necessarily be the opportunity for freedom.” 

In the pattern Gompers had discerned, the “speci- 


ous plea” was for the open shop as the “opportunity 


for freedom” (a theme whose changes are being rung 
again today). The open shop was proclaimed as the 
“American plan,” so that opposition to it was made 
to look unpatriotic and even treasonable. The NAM’s 
new department assiduously courted support from 
every possible quarter (as Fred Hartley’s “National 
Right to Work Committee” is doing now). 

But what about this business of “compulsory 
unionism”? Is it any worse, practically and moral- 
ly, than a “compulsory open shop,” which is the 
legal objective of those who raise the issue, pur- 
portedly for the good of the worker? 

As a matter of fact, the “open shop” is the vital 
opening wedge for anti-unionism, as the NAM 
saw in 1903. Certainly the “open shop” is not 
open to every applicant for an available job; the 
“right-to-work” is never more than a right to apply 
for work. 

The strongest “compulsory unionism” possible in 
any state since Taft- -Hartley outlawed the closed 
shop (i.e., one requiring union membership prior to 
hiring) is the “union shop” in the modern sense, 
which still allows the company to hire anyone it 
pleases, union or nonunion. For a specified period, 
usually 30 days, the new employe is subject to the 
company only, not at all to the union. But if he is 
satisfactory to the company and is still at work at 
the end of the probationary period, he must become 
a union member to hold his job. 

To forbid agreement on this right to a company 
and union is to thwart the will of the majority, which 
we usually consider the true basis of democracy. 
From 1947 until 1951 Taft-Hartley required super- 
vised voting by the workers to approve such a clause 
wherever negotiated with an employer.’ Of the 
46,119 such polls taken, 97 percent resulted in 
ratification. 

Less than one in ten workers among more than 
5.5 million voted against such clauses. Approval so 
overwhelming made it clear that further voting would 
be expensive waste motion, and the law was amended. 


Churches Back Union Security 

The religious leaders who support “compulsory 
unionism”—i.e., union security—are probably aware 
of these findings. Thus it was only after the most 
intensive and prolonged study. that the executive 
board of the National Council of Churches’ Division 
of Christian Life and Work declared that “union 
membership as a basis, of continued employment 
should be neither required nor forbidden by law: the 
decision should be left to agreement by management 
and labor through the process of collective bargaif- 
ing.” 

“Compulsory unionism”—using the term accurate- 
ly instead of as propaganda—would seem to require 
a law compelling workers to join unions, something , 
that we do not have ard that no one ‘is proposing. 
The compulsory open shop, under the deceitful 
name of “right-to-work” laws, is equally undesirable. 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, MARCH 22, 1958 


Vandercook Says: 


Buying Power Key to Recession 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC com- 
mentator sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to 
Vandercook over the ABC network Monday 
through Friday at 10 p. m., EST.) 


EW Americans any longer doubt that the eco- — 


nomic recession has reached serious proportions. 
The count of the unemployed, with all that that means 
in terms of heartache, weariness and worry, now 
stands well over the Combined total populations of 
the big cities of Los Angeles and Philadelphia. 


Steelworkers’ Pres. Dav- 
id J. McDonald has 
pointed out that cutbacks 
in steel production now 


million tons a week, and, 
that, if the current slow- 
down lasts for many 
weeks, “the loss of steel 
production in this reces- 
sion will exceed the total 
loss in all the great steel 
strikes put together.” 

Thanks to the once 
roundly condemned, but now universally accepted, 
legislative acts of the New Deal-Fair Deal era, bank 
deposit insurance, old age and unemployment bene- 
fits, and minimum wage act, and many other cushions 
against collective and personal disaster, there’s com- 
plete agreement that this recession will not, and 
cannot, reach the black depths of the Great Depres- 
sion, which assures Herbert Hoover his unenviable 
place in history. 


Vandercook 


Morgan Says: 


~ yes. 


amount to more than one | 


Nevertheless, memories are stirred. The question 
is being asked aloud whether the basic philosophies 
of the American political parties have a direct rela- 
tion to these drifts in our economy? Democrats say 
Republicans, just now, seem to prefer to say 
nothing. 


Certainly the record of neither party is either all 
black or all white. There have, though, been re- 
peated indications since a Republican President has 
returned to the White House that the GOP top 
leadership does cling to certain economic theories 
which are as obsolete as they are dangerous. 

We much of the time now have more productive 
capacity than we need. Were it not for the waste of 
wars, we would long ago have risked being over- 
whelmed by our own titanic output. It has been the 
genius of the Democratic party, under its modern 
leadership, that it has made the economic discovery 
that wealth, in this mid-century, now rests solely upon 
the ability of multitudes to buy. 

At a time like the present, when our existing 
industrial capacity. is one-quarter idle, we can afford 
to put off further investment. We can restore the 
necessity for investment capital only by making cus- 
tomers. We cannot make customers by increasing 
the amount of capital. We want not more steel mills, 
just now. We do want tens of millions of citizens 
to have the money in their pockets to buy the nails, 
the toasters, and the cars which use up steel. 


As has belatedly been recognized, we need soft 
money which circulates quickly; not hard money 
which circulates slowly. ° It is a lesson, like many 
others, which the GOP’s learned slowly. 


Professor Hits Taft-Hartley Bias 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commen- 
tator sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Mor- 
gan over the ABC network Monday through Friday 
at 7 p. m., EST.) 


NIONS say they are threatened with an expan- 

sion of so-called “right-to-work” laws, which 
have already been passed by 18 states. Why are 
they concerned? [sn’t a ban on the union shop sim- 
ply protecting the public, the individual worker, 
against union abuses of power? 

One of the clearest treat- 
ments of the subject I have 
seen comes from Professor 
J. Fred Halterman who 
has taught labor eco- 
nomics at the University 
of California’s Santa Bar- 
bara College for more than 
20 years. 

Halterman reminds us 
of a fact we are too often 
apt to forget: organized 

labor’s slow, painful, even 
Morgan bloody struggle to win de- 
cent working €onditions. 


“It is but a short time ago, historically speaking,” 
he said, “. . . that workers ... were not recognized 
as people with desires like other members of our 
society. ... Of all the elements in American society 
labor was the last to reach any legal recognition of 
its rights of association.” For a long time, “unions 
were generally considered by the enthocitios as 
criminal conspiracies.” 


Washington Reports: 


Against that backdrop he cites a quirk in the Taft- 
Hartley Act which he believes threatens the living- 
standard improvements gained by collective bargain- 
ing because it threatens collective bargaining. 

A Taft-Hartley provision, he explains, 
state laws superior to federal laws in the fields of 
union security: It permits a state to apply harsher 
restrictions than the federal law, but denies the state 
the right to apply more liberal standards of union 
security than those contained in the Taft-Hartley 
law. . . . We have no other legislation in the United 
States,” Halterman emphasizes, “that forbids an 
employer from making an agreement with an asso- 
ciation that has legal status.” 

Springing from this provision, right-to-work laws 
are “short, simple and to the point: .. . they outlaw 
all forms of union security arrangements worked out 
in collective bargaining by management and labor.” 

As for the individual’s “right-to-work” under 
such statutes, he quotes a labor economist, Dr. 
Florence Peterson, who says “in the absence of 
collective bargaining, all the rights an individual 
worker has. . . is the right to go from employer to 
employer in search of work and to accept any job 
which may be offered on the terms and conditions 
prescribed by the employer.” 

“The conclusions drawn from reliable-sources of 
labor specialists,” observes Halterman, “is that union 
shops are the best means for labor and management 
to conduct their business. . . . Where you have the 
union shop and wages are usually higher, the pro- 


ductivity of the worker is greater. He contributes 
more to our economy.” 


Cuts in Welfare Program Hit 


“This year, when we are in an economic recession, 
is the worst time of all for cutbacks in welfare pro- 
grams,” Rep. Richard Bolling (D-Mo.) declared on 
the AFL-CIO public service program, “Washington 


Reports to the People.” 


“These programs can play an important part in 
helping’ maintain the economy,” the Missouri con- 
gressman said. He charged that the Administration 
is trying to kill welfare programs by cutbacks and 
returning operation of public assistance, slum clear- 


‘ance, hospital construction and other programs to 


the states. 
Defends Administration 

Rep. Hugh Scott (R-Pa.) defended the Administra- 
tion. 

“It seems to me that what the President had in 
mind (in his budget message) was the avoidance of 
waste and unnecessary expenditures in domestic 
programs,” he said. 

Scott asserted that some programs need increases 
due to the economic situation. Fs 

“Federal public works should be greatly ex- 


panded,” he said. “And I think we ought to seri- 
ously consider a tax.cut this spring.” 

Scott declared that the Administration proposed 
increases, instead of cuts, in some programs such as 
the “obligational authority for housing.” He said 
the same was true of disaster insurance, loans and 
relief. 


Bolling said that one apparent reason for propos- 
ing a return of some of the programs to the states 
was because most federal taxes are based on ability 

« to pay, while state taxes are regressive and tend to 
hit hardest those who are in the lower income 
brackets. 


The Missouri Democrat said Congress will proba- 
bly appropriate more for some welfare programs than 
asked by the President. 

“Congress will restore the funds cut from proposed 
hospital construction, for instance,” he said, “I 
wouldn’t be surprised if Congress restored all or most 
of the cuts proposed in the President’s budget on 
federally-impacted school districts.” 


“makes | - 
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ONE OF THE POLITICAL REALITIES in this capital, at the 
moment, is that regardless of delay, regardless of. the apparent 
reluctance of the country’s Administration and congressional leaders 
to: commit themselves, Congress will vote a tax cut and Pres. Eisen- 
hower will approve it. 

A second reality is that, when it is voted, it will be a “conserva- 
tive” or “across-the-board” tax cut, with something tossed to cor- 
porations and high-bracket taxpayers, rather than a measure exclu- 
sively designed to inerease purchasing power and correct inequities 
that are perennially talked about but never acted on. 

~ The bill will not be in the same category as the Eisenhower 
1954 tax “revision” that gave 85 percent of its indulgence and 
relief to the well-to-do and to business. It will not-be anything 
compared to the proposal steadily plugged by the National As- 
sociation of Manufacturers, the Sadlak-Herlong bill to slash taxes 
in all brackets by level percentages across five years. 


The bulk of the relief this time is likely to go to wage earners and 
relatively small-salaried people either through an increase in the 
personal exemption or a reduction in the rate on low-bracket income. 
But there is almost certain, also, to be a reduction in corporation 
taxes and in the theoretically high-level rates imposed on incomes of 
a million dollars and more. 

2m S 


’ THE SENATE OVERWHELMINGLY DEFEATED two tax- 
slashing proposals by Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D-Ill.) and Sen. Ralph 
W. Yarborough (D-Tex.) but the votes should not be interpreted as 
indicating the eventual fate of tax proposals. 

These bills were attached as riders to an insurance-company bill 
that had been passed by the House and cleared by the Senate 
Finance Committee in the regular manner. The riders had not been 
cleared. The Senate is disinclined to bypass its standing committees 
and take floor action without the routine of committee reports. 

This is" particularly true when the committee involved is the 
finance unit, from which Chairman Harry F. Byrd (D-Va.) wields 
enormous influence. An added factor is that even Democratic 
liberals are badly split over the question of which should come first— 
public works or tax cuts. (The argument is made, and many re- 
spectable economists offer it, that a tax reduction is of no benefit to 
the jobless worker who doesn’t pay taxes because he has no income.) 


xk kk 


THE TAX CUT, NEVERTHELESS, IS COMING, because in- 
creasing majorities in both houses of Congress and in the executive 
branch now tend to view it as inescapable. 

The Administration is inclined to favor tax reduction to public 
works because public works alone, as a recession cure, might leave 
the government with long-range commitments for spending that 
would be impossible to reverse. Vice Pres. Nixon and Labor Sec. 
James P. Mitchell, who are about as “liberal” as any two individuals 
in the executive wing, both have indicated dislike of “massive” 
spending projects. 

Many in Congress favor both tax cuts and public works, the 
latter because they will promote actual jobs, the former because 
they will spread purchasing power and give a shot in the arm to 
business generally. 

The only factor that would check tax reduction is a sudden and 
startling reversal of the whole economic trend, and if there is an 
expert in the Labor or Commerce Departments or the Federal Re- 
serve Board who expects such a reversal he hasn’t been found by 
reporters. The Administration and Congress insist on “waiting 
until later,” but the professionals know what the findings will be. 
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PS ots 5 a = 2 = . + 
ALLS FOR IMMEDIATE ACTION to prevent the recession from turning into THE RECESSION WILL NOT end by itself, AFL-CIO Vice Pres. Walter P. 
a full-blown depression brought delegates to their feet at the conference to “Put Reuther warned delegates to the AFL-CIO’s emergency legislative and economic 
America Back to Work.” Over 1,000 attended from all sections of the nation. conference. Reuther spoke at a special panel session with four senators on the out- 
look for anti-recession action on the Hill. 


AFL-CIO Alerts US. to Recession Danger 


DAVID J. McDONALD ‘PLUMBERS’ SCHOEMANN 
The situation is critical Administration ignoring labor 


LABOR SEC. MITCHELL LISTENS as AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany makes a point as they both 
wait to address the conference. Meany blamed both Congress and the Administration for lack of 
action to date. Mitchell said the Administration was keeping a close watch on the recession. 


SEN. FREDERICK PAYNE REP. EUGENE McCARTHY 
Help depressed areas The unemployed need aid 


ae 


oe 


LEGISLATION IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST to bring America back to full production and full Bae j 
employment keynoted the conference. Delegates stopped to examine the exhibit of the AFL-CIO SEN. JOHN S. COOPER SEN. PAUL H. DOUGLAS §- 
Dept. of Legislation detailing its work for action in the public interest. Backs school construction Tax cut top priority 
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Hill Acting to Halt Benson | 
Effort to Cut Farm Subsidy 


Congressional approval of a bill to prevent Agriculture Sec. Ezra Taft Benson from carrying out his 
threat to lower farm price supports still further seemed certain as farm leaders in both House and Senate 


By Milton Plumb | 


rallied to try to halt a farm depression. 


By a vote of 25 to 8, the House Agriculture Committee passed a resolution which would impose a 
one-year freeze on both price supports and acreage limits at not less than their 1957 levels. 


by a 50 to 43 margin, the Senate®- 


Earlier, 


had voted to impose the ban 
against new Benson cutbacks in- 
definitely. 

Despite threats of a presiden- 
tial veto, the House was ex- 
pected to pass the one-year re- 
striction before the end of this 
week. 

Benson has ‘sharply criticized 
both freeze measures and _ indi- 


cated that he would recommend a 


veto. Senate Minority Leader Wil- 
liam F. Knowland (R-Calif.) told 
the Senate that the measures were 
“opposed by the President.” 


‘ 


Ike Backs Benson 
Pres. Eisenhower, addressing the 
Republican National Women’s 
Conference, described the freeze 
legislation as “a 180-degree turn 
in the wrong direction.” 


asked Congress for new legisla- 
tion *to permit the Secretary of 
Agriculture to fix price supports 
as low as 60 percent of parity. 
The present law permits a parity 
rate between 75 and 90 percent. 
Benson has announced that he 
will cut 1958 supports of wheat, 
dairy products, rice and some feed 
grains. He told his press conference 
that reports that he might alter his 


Last January the President 


Postal Pay Measure 
Sent to Conference > .muctue 
ministration’s farm program. 


The Senate postal rate increase bill was sent to a conference com-| Farm income in this country has 
mittee, carrying with it the proposed wage increase for 500,000] been declining steadily under Ben- 
post office employes, when the House rejected its terms in a pro|son’s so-called “flexible” price sup- 
forma vote. 

The main bone of contention was expected to be the rate for 
mailing out-of-town letters. The® 
Senate approved a five-cent rate, 
while the House last year voted for 
four cents for both local and out- 


en Sr another bill giving about one mil 
ill givi ut one mil- 
House Wage Bill Pending lion civil service white collar work- 


The House also has not acted|ers average increases of 7.5 per- 
on a postal wage increase bill, al-|cent. The House committee in- 
though its Post Office and Civil| cluded in its postal raise recom-| Senate Agriculture Committee 
Service Committee has approved} mendations a proviso under which Chairman Allen J. Ellender (D-La.) 
a separate measure under which | the other federal workers would be| said he “guessed” Eisenhower 
post office workers would receive | given 11 percent pay raises. would veto the measure keeping 


boosts of 7S. percent. Rates would AFL-CIO Backs Recognition props at last year’s prices. 


order reducing dairy price’ supports 
from 82 to 75 percent were in- 
correct. 


Vote of No Confidence 
The Senate vote was thus a clear 


lowering of the price levels on 
government-supported crops. 
Chairman Harold D. Cooley 
(D-N. C.) of the House Agri- 
culture Committee said that the 
House might approve the freeze 
by a margin wide enough to 
override a presidential veto. The 
Senate vote, however, fell far 
short of this margin. 


confidence that the conferees will 
agree on the pay provisions of the 
Senate bill. 

The Senate also has _ passed 


SHUT-INS ARE GETTING OUT for the first time in years i in 
Boston thanks to Paul Murphy and fellow-members of Div. 589, 
Street, Electric Railway and Motor Coach Employes. Now aided 
by members of the Office Workers, they are providing three-hour 
sightseeing tours for hospital patients who in some cases have been 
confined to their beds for years. Here is. Mrs. Florence Tibbetts, 
Quincy, enjoying a “para tour” that got her out of the hospital for 
the first time since 1955, 


be raised by $525 a year at the bot- 
tom of the pay schedule and $1,600| In another area of governmental Would Deepen Recession 
at the top level. housekeeping, AFL-CIO Legislative} «] hope and pray he doesn’t 
The Senate version called for a|ReP., George D. Riley urged the} because it will deepen the reces- 
flat 7.5 percent minimum increase House Post Office and Civil Service| sion,” Ellender said. 
rv all postal employes, with an Committee to approve legislation Ss abeties atttet ti Vic- 
: : extending congressional recognition Fae * 
average hike of 12.5 percent. " tor L. Anfuso (D-N. ¥) an- 
aks of to unions of federal employes. eiiale Gat tke Mikes Pea 
Pres. William Cc. Doherty He specifically approved the Stud b ~ 
the Letters Carriers has voiced | js sont of bills introduced by Rep- sumers tudy su committee 
resentatives George Rhodes (D- neni preg Prt Bh creat 
Texas Labor Asks ol iad tes ce posed legislation for the distri- 
Halt to Braceros the December AFL-CIO conven- | DUtion of surplus foods through 
: tion. Their effect would be to the use of 2 food stamp plan. 
Austin, Tex.—The Texas State) require government departments “The primary purpose of such 
AFL-CIO executive board has “4 “ < P Pepe : : , 

: to confer with unions as the rep- | legislation,” he said, “is to aid the 
called for an be nd to the importa-| yesentatives of their members. needy and the undernourished in 
tion of Mexican contract farm) Riley also spoke for the AFL-|our country” by giving them “sur- 
workers into south Texas “until the | C7Q Metal Trades Dept., which in-| plus” foods purchased under the 
unemployed people in those areas} ciudes 17 international unions hav-|the government’s farm price sup- 
es ts ~ pea 2 ing members in the federal service. | port program. 

emselves of suc 
wages which prevail in that area.” 
In a resolution, the board pointed 
out that over 200,000 Texans are 
completely unemployed and that 
“untold thousands” are working |§ 
part time or reduced hours. Not-|% 
ing that 78,000 persons, half of 
them in 11 south Texas counties, 
are being given federal surplus |" 
foods by the State Dept. of Public |: 
Welfare, the resolution stressed 
that the very fact that they were 
eligible to receive such food showed 
the recipients to be in need of work. 
AFL-CIO Convention 
Proceedings Ready 

Bound copies of the printed 
proceedings of the AFL- 
CIO’s second constitutional 
convention, held in Atlantic 
City in December, are now 
available from the AFL-CIO. 

Also available are bound 
printed. copies of all policy 
resolutions adopted by the 
convention. Copies of either 
may be ordered from the 
AFL-CIO Dept. of Publica- 
tions, 815 Sixteenth Street, 

N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 

The convention proceed- 
ings are priced at $2 for the 
two-volume set. The policy 

resolutions cost 50 cents per 
copy or $45 per hundred. 


expression of no confidence in the|{ 


port policies, marked by repeated || 


MISS PAGE ONE of 1958, in private life Barbara Sechko, a book- 
keeper on the Daily News, is seen being crowned Queen of the New 
York Newspaper Guild’s Page One Ball by Pres. Joseph B. Kommer. 
A panel of seven beauty, judges selected her, on her fourth try for 


the title, over 41 other contestants from 15 newspaper and news 


magazine shops. 


AFL-CIO Hits Jenner Bill 


To Limit Supreme Court 


- The AFL-CIO told a Senate subcommittee that the Jenner bill, 
to cut down the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court in certain 
classes of cases, is “inappropriate and unworkable.” 

Testifying before a Senate Judiciary subcommittee, Associate 
General Counsel Thomas E. Harris pointed out that the bill would 


deny the high court the right to’ 


review lower court decisions deal- 
ing with contempt of Congress, 
internal security and the “control 
of subversive activities’ under 
state law. 


Based On Assumptions 

The Jenner bill, sponsored by 
Sen. William E. Jenner (R-Ind.), 
is apparently based on the assump- 
tion that “recent decisions dealing” 
with these subjects “are deplora- 
ble” and that the court will “con- 
tinue to fall into error,” Harris 
said. 

It is based on the further as- 
sumption, he testified, that ‘“a 
proper remedy is to restrict the 
appellate jurisdiction” of the court 
in these fields. 

The AFL-CIO has not taken 
a position regarding the deci- 
sions which Jenner disapproves, 
he said, but it does disagree with 
“the remedy the bill proposes.” 
The bill’s “main product would 
be confusion.” 

Congress has unchallenged pow- 
er, he observed, to pass a law over- 
ruling the decision of the court 
in any case where it disapproves 


:| the decision, including the Nelson | aq 
case in which a state sedition law, 


was held to be “superseded” by| 


i] Congress in passing the federal 
‘|Communist control statute. 


.  Foresees Contridictions 

To adopt, instead, the course of 
simply denying the Supreme Court 
power to review state court de- 


=s| cisions, he said, would possibly 


lead to contradictions at the lower 
level by various state courts. 

It would also allow various 
federal district courts to reach 
different conclusions, with no 
authority in the high court to 
settle the contradictions for all 
jurisdictions. 

Similarly, confusion could arise, 


he pointed out, if federal courts 
in various areas should adopt dif- 
ferent rules from those of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia courts in decid- 
ing contempt-of-Congress cases. 
“We urge the subcommittee that 
it reject entirely the device of cur- 
tailing the jurisdiction” of the Su- 
preme Court, he said, and “seek a 
more appropriate means” of re- 
versing decisions if Congress is “dis- 
satisfied” with their effect. 


Strike in Peoria 


Won by Newsmen 


Peoria, Ill.—A 68-day strike by 
the Peoria Newspaper Guild against 
the Journal Star has been settled 
with agreement on a.contract con- 
taining major gains for the union. 

Settlement came after manage- 
ment agreed to a Guild proposal 
calling for arbitration of the issue 
which caused the walkout—whether 
sick leave would be paid from the 
first day’s illness, as has been the 
practice, or from the eighth day. 

Contract improvements included 
pay boosts, increasing the top mini- 
mum from $110 a week to $113.50, 

$4 a week general increase, a 
modified Guild shop, a night differ- 
ential, job security including full 
grievance procedures, six paid holi- 
days and three weeks of vacation 
after five years. 


Unionist Is Counsel 


Of N. Y. Labor Dept. 


Albany, N. Y.—Joseph Mazur, 
for the past decade education 
director of Dressmakers Local 22 
in New York, has taken office as 
general counsel of the State Dept. 
of Labor. 

He was active in promoting leg- 
islation of benefits to workers both 
in Albany and Washington while 
on the Local 22 staff. 
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F.|over tyranny,” 


i| Mutual Security Backed 


AFL-CIO 


Foreign Affairs subcommittee on 


) Says Aid 
Vital to Free World 


By Gervase N. Love 


The United States cannot turn its back on the underdeveloped 
f/countries and still maintain leadership of the forces of freedom, 
AFL-CIO Legislative Dir. Andrew J. Biemiller warned the House 


the mutual security program. 


“We strengthen the chance that democracy and justice will win 


~ 


he said in urging 
more funds for mutual security 


: €|than the Eisenhower Administra- 


tion has asked, “‘by helping to make 


f | possible sound economic growth in 


*| places where for countless centuries 


HUNGARIAN WORKERS’ CHALLENGE to the military might of Russia (above) is one of the high- 
lights of the pictorial record of 40 years of the Soviet empire being displayed in Washington under 
_ the co-sponsorship of the AFL-CIO and the Assembly of Captive European Nations. 


Display Sponsored by AFL-CIO 


Documents Communist Brutality 


An exhibit of photographs documenting 40 years of Soviet expansion and the Communist brutality 
that fired it opened in Washington with a formal program in which organized labor, the government 
and refugees from behind the Iron Curtain participated. 

The display, “The Soviet Empire: 1917-1958,” is being presented by the AFL-CIO and the Assem- 
It is scheduled for showing in Washington’s Union Station from 


bly of Captive European Nations. 


9 a. m. to 9 p. m. daily for the’ 


next month. Admission is free. 
Assembled by Refugees 
In addition to photographs, it 
includes texts, maps and charts, 
largely from Communist sources, 
which were assembled by refugees 
from Albania, Bulgaria, Czecho- 


North African 
Unions Assail 
French Stand 


Geneva—Relations between 
North Africa and the free world 
will remain “seriously compro- 
mised” and the peace of the world 
threatened ‘so long as Algeria is 
denied its independence and the 
territorial integrity and sovereignty 
of the other nations are not re- 
spected, labor leaders from the four 
countries declared at a meeting 
here. 

The conference was called by 
the Intl. Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions. Attending were 
spokesmen for the Moroccan Labor 
Union, General Union of Algerian 
Workers, General Federation. of 
Tunisian Workers and Lybian Gen- 
eral Workers Union. 


The delegates paid tribute to the}! 


memory of victims of “the inhu- 
man bombardments which have 
been condemned by the whole civ- 
ilized world,” and expressed hope 


slovakia, Esthonia, Hungary, Lith- 
uania, Poland and Rumania. 

AFL-CIO Vice Pres. William C. 
Doherty president of the Letter 
Carriers, presided at the opening 
exercises. 

The speakers included AFL- 
ClO Pres. George Meany; Sen. 
John J. Sparkman (D-Ala.); Rep. 
Walter Judd (R-Minn.); Rep. 
Barratt O’Hara (D-Iil.); George 
Dimitrov, former member of the 
Bulgarian parliament; former 
Prime Minister Stanislaw Miko- 
lajczyk of Poland, and Vilis Mas- 
ena of Latvia, chairman of the 
Assembly of Captive European 
Nations. 

The exhibit comes to Washington 
after being on display for two 
months in Grand Central Station in 
New York, 


Shows 40 Years of Communism 
In presenting the 40-year record 
of Soviet Communism, it shows the 
grim reality in true focus. It shows 


for the success of mediation in|? 


Algeria. 


“As the Algerian war is the es-|: 
sential cause of all the other North |: 
they said in a]. 
statement, “France has the duty of |’ 


African problems,” 


recognizing the Algerian people’s 
sacred right to independence.” 
France can end the war, the con- 
ference maintained, by adopting a 
program which would include re- 
storation of all freedoms and re- 


lease of all those held because of | : 


the liberation campaign; negotia- 


tions with the National Liberation | : 
Proat “on the basis of the recogni- |: 


tion of the Algerian people's right) woRKERS’ PARADISE for this woman behind the Iron Curtain, 


as shown in the pictorial exhibit of 40 years of the Soviet empire, 
is a spot deep in a coal mine where a man would be found in most 
other nations. The exhibit is co-sponsored by the AFL-CIO and 
the Assembly of Captive European Nations, 


 imdependence and the respect of 
the treedoms ard interests of the 
whote of the population of North 
Afries.” and once agreement has 
beep reached, a cease-fire. 


the connection between Russian 
imperialism and Communist tyran- 
ny at home, and demonstrates that 
only the united determination of all 
free people can meet and overcome 
the Soviet threat. 

The dramatization includes. 
photographs of Russian terror- 
ism and purges in Poland, Korea 
and other captive countries, and 
others which show what hap- 
pened when the freedom-hungry 
people of Hungary, East Ger- 
many and other countries rebelled 
against the tyranny mmponet on 
them. 

It gives the record of treaties 
glibly made and casually broken 
by the Soviet Empire, and presents 
charts showing the discrepancies 
between Soviet economic and social 
promises and the reality. It also 


+ dramatizes the great differences be- 


tween wages in the so-called 


“people’s paradise” and in the free 
nations, and points up the resulting 
gap in standards of living. 


{| Forced Labor Ban 


the people have known only’ hun- 
ger, disease, poverty and stagnation. 
“What we dod or fail to do 
could spell the difference between 
success and failure of the begin- 
ning efforts toward economic 
growth in the underdeveloped 
countries.” - 

If we don’t do it, Biemiller said, 
the underdeveloped areas will turn, 
“indeed have turned already,” to 
Russia. 

“Once the Soviet rulers are able 
to establish economic ties with the 
underdeveloped countries,” he con- 
tinued, “their opportunities for po- 
litical penetration will inevitably in- 
crease.” 


Convention Resolve Stressed 

Biemiller touched in some detail 
on the main points in the AFEL- 
CIO convention resolution on mu- 
tual security extension. 

” He stressed that such programs 
must continue to encompass sev- 
eral types of assistance, including 
both military and defense aid, 
and that these two should not be 


from the Texas State AFL-CIO 


allowed to erode support for ef- 
fective economic and technical 
help. 


funds for the Development Loan 
Fund and for technical assistance 
than Pres. Eisenhower has asked, 
and recommended both continua- 
tion of the low interest rate on 
loans and making available grants 
for projects during early stages of 
development when the country is 
unable to repay. 


Minimum Standards Asked 


In advancing the AFL-CIO view 
that the benefits of economic pro- 
grams be widely distributed among 
the people of underdeveloped coun- 
tries, he particularly urged that 
minimum labor standards be re- 
quired on projects receiving eco- 
nomic assistance, and that the de- 
velopment of democratic institu- 
tions like trade unions and co-ops 
be encouraged. 

He also voiced the AFL-CIO be- 
lief that the U.S. should join with 
other countries, including action 
through the United Nations, for 
programs of broad multilateral as- 
sistance to the economic advance of 


underdeveloped nations. 


Texas AFL-CIO Gifts Aid 


Unions in. Latin America 


Tela, .Honduras—A mimeograph machine received as a gift 


is being effectively used by the 


new North Coast Federation of Labor to promote trade unionism 


here. s 
The gift is already being utilized 
in educational work and in the 
federation’s public relations, An- 
drew McLellan, Central American 
representative of the Inter-Ameri- 
can Regional Organization of 
Workers, said. 


Is Really Appreciated 

“This is the sort of cooperation 
which these trade unionists down 
here understand and really appre- 
ciate,” McLellan declared. “One 
gift from a stateside trade union 
means more than a host of Point 
IV scholarships. It gives meaning 
to ‘brotherhood’ and ‘companer- 
ismo’ and makes them feel that 
they are not fighting the battle 
alone.” 

Urging other state labor groups 
to follow the international co- 
operation program of the Texas 
State AFL-CIO, McLellan re- 
called that Texas labor has made 
three major contributions to Cen- 
tral America in the last year. | 

“Early last year,” he said, “a 
check for $500 was sent to ORIT- 
ICFTU in Mexico City for organi- 
zational work in Central America. 
The check was utilized effectively 
in Costa Rica.” 

Later, Texas labor also cooper- 
ated in the purchase of a herd of 


Austria, Haiti Adopt 


Geneva—Two more nations have 
ratified the Intl. Labor Organiza- 
tion convention on the abolition of 
forced labor—Austria and Haiti. 

They were the third and fourth 
countries to give their approval to 
the treaty, which was passed by the 
ILO last June after a decade-long 
fight by the labor movements of the 
free world. The United Kingdom 
and Denmark had already filed 
ratifications. The convention goes 
into force for those nations which 
| ratify it on Jan. 17, 1959, 


| milk goats destined for El Salvador 
and distributed among colonists 
who had just moved into newly 
opened agricultural communities. 


ICFTU Cites 
Czech Ties to 
Free Labor 


Brussels — A reminder that the 
ties between free and enslaved 
workers are as strong as ever was 
sent by the Intl. Confedration of 
Free Trade Unions to the Commu- 
nist-controlled workers of Czecho- 
slovakia on the 10th anniversary of 
the Red’s seizure of power in that 
nation. 

In a message to the Czech work- 
ers, ICFTU Gen. Sec. J. H. Olden- 
brook recalled that the Communists 
seized power by order of the Krem- 
lin in 1948 after careful-preparation 
which included usurpation of con- 
trol of the unions. 

“With that hypocrisy typical of 
Soviet methods,” he said, “the 
Communists described this attack 
against democracy as ‘the way to 
socialism.’ In fact, it paved the 
way for extension of. Soviet colo- 
nialism to a highly developed 
democratic state. 

“In the 10 years which have 
passed, the Communists have de- 
prived the workers of the right to 


~Jelect their trade union leaders by 


free vote, banned strikes and abol- 
ished other basic trade union rights. 
They degraded the unions to tools 
of the Communist party mainly 
existing for the purpose of speed- 
ing up production. 

“The Communist regime then 
robbed the workers by introducing 
a so-called monetary reform in 
1953. The standard of living of the 


the highest in this part of Europe, 
today i is as low as that of the other 


nations under Communist rule.” 


He urged “substantially larger” , 


Czech worker, which was one of. 
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{FL-CIO to Review Action: p 


New Heads Named 
By United Textile 


Some 400 delegates attending a 


the United Textile Workers of America have elected a new slate of 
officers headed by Pres. George Baldanzi and Sec.-Treas. Francis 


Schaufenbil. 
The two-day convention, which 


special “clean up” convention of 


was chaired by Peter McGavin, 


assistant to AFL-CIO Pres. George’? 
Meany, also adopted the AFL-CIO 
Ethical Practices Codes. 

. The action taken at the con- 
yention will be reviewed by the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council 
when it meets in Washington on 
Apr. 29 to determine whether the 
union has corrected violations 
that led to its being placed on 
probation, 


Baldanzi told the delegates “that 
we will have a clean, honest demo- 
cratic union that will carry out the 
wishes of the membership.” 

The new president was elected 
without opposition. Schaufenbil 
defeated Radford Cope of Salis- 
bury, N. C., by 2 to 1. 


Douglas Asks 
Greater Civil 
Rights Effort 


A call for increased efforts by 
all supporters of civil rights legisla- 
tion was issued by Sen. Paul H. 
Douglas (D-Ill.) at the tenth annual 
Bill of Rights Award Dinner of 
the Washington, D. C., Chapter of 
the American Veterans Committee. 

Robert Ming, Chicago, national 
AVC chairman, presented a cita- 
tion to Douglas for his leadership 


in the successful fight for a civil}. 


rights law at last year’s session of 
Congress. 
Backs Pending Bills 

The senator called for -all-out 

i sipport forepedding*étvilsfiphts leg- 
‘islatioff which wou yl effable the 
_ attorney genéral to act as a public 
‘defender of persons denied civil 
rights guaranteed under the 14th 
Amendment and would empower 
him to act in school segregation 
cases. The law enacted last year 
was specifically aimed at protect- 
ing voting rights under the 15th 
Amendment. 

“Our Southern friends,” Doug- 
las said, “believe that the high 
mark of interest in civil rights 
was reached at Little Rock and 
that interest is abating, and they 
may be right. It is in groups 
like this all over the country that 
the hope of progress lies.” 

The AFL-CIO Dept. of Civil 
Rights was represented by Boris 
Shishkin and Theodore Brown, di- 
rector and assistant director respec- 
tively. 

Others Also Cited 

The AVC chapter also gave cita- 
tions to Morris Milgram, Philadel- 
phia, for his success in building in- 
tegrated housing developments; 
David H. Scull of the Fairfax Coun- 
ty (Va.) Human Relations Council 
for his continuous opposition to 
segregation forces in Virginia, and 
Angier Biddle Duke, president of 
the Intl. Rescue League for aiding 
refugees to escape from Hitler's 
Germany and the Iron Curtain 
Countries. 


Miami Beach Hotels 
Grant ‘Agency Shop’ 

Miami Beach—The president of 
the Miami Beach Hotel Association 
has agreed to a union request for 
an “agency shop” clause in the 
1958-59 contract between his or- 
ganization and Hotel Employes 
Union Local 255. 

Charles Posner, president of the 
association and owner of the Al- 
giers, once a bitterly anti-union 
hotel, announced his “full support” 
for the proposed union security 


The UTW had agreed to the spe- 
cial convention in order to remain 
if good standing in the AFL-CIO. 
It was also agreed that the three 
top officers. of the union—Pres. 
Anthony Valente, Sec.-Treas. Lloyd 
Klenert and Southern Director Jo- 
seph Jacobs—who resigned under 
charges of corruption, would be in- 
eligible for re-election. 

The delegates heard a prelimi- 
nary report on the audit of union 
funds by Main and Company which 


succeeded to the top posts of the 
union as acting president and sec- 
retary-treasurer there were nine 
instances of financial practices of 
which they were critical. 


McGavin’s Recommendations 
These included such actions as 
personal loans to officers, poor pro- 
cedures for use of petty cash and 
confusion over insurance policies 
on union officers and per diem pay- 
ments to the acting president above 
payments for restaurant, hotel and 
other items. 
The first resolution adopted by 
the convention approved the action 
of the UTW executive council to 
correct each instance under criti- 
cism. 
McGavin made four recommen- 
dations to the incoming executive 
council: ‘ 
1—Put into effect the resolution 
correcting the criticized practices 
listed in the audit report. 
2—Recover the insurance pol- 
icies of Klenert, Valente and Jacobs 
and realize their cash surrender 
value. 
3—Properly bond all officers 
handling union funds. 
4—Institute an investigation of 
each local te ascertain its sound- 
ness. 


Baldanzi served as executive 
vice president of the Textile 
Workers of America from 1938 
to 1952 when he ran against Emil 
Rieve for president. Following 
his defeat by Rieve he led a large 
group of TWUA members into 
the UTW and became director of 
organization. 


In 1953 Baldanzi was on loan to 
the AFL in the campaign to help 
clean up the waterfront. Follow- 
ing this he was a business agent for 
the Teamsters Union in New Jer- 
sey. He announced that following 
his election as president of the 
UTW he was severing his member- 
ship in the Teamsters. 


Merger Talks Set 

On the question of merger with 
the large Textile Workers Union of 
America, Baldanzi said that UTW 
would have an “open mind.” The 
two unions have agreed to meet in 
Washington on Mar. 26 to discuss 
the issue. 
“Such a merger must not be 
made,” Baldanzi said, “just to as- 
sure jobs to individuals. We will 
agree to merger if it provides the 
textile workers with a strong, ef- 
fective organization protecting 
their interests.” 
The 20 vice presidents elected by 
the convention are: Robert Cole, 
Edward Hirshberger, Burt Hyman, 
Joseph Krause, Louis Rubino, 
Charles Sobol, Herman Ackroyd, 
Jack Cipolla, Kenneth Clark, Frank 
Lyons, PhilipeSalem, Frank Sgam- 
bato, Johnnie Brown, Everett Dean, 
William D. Howell, Calvin Ray, 


noted that since Schaufenbil had . 


AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. 


Executive Board. 


Schnitzler (left) and Vice Pres. 


James B. Carey. The subcommittee meets between sessions of nase 


supervision. “What many of us in 


Hayes Scores Plans 
For ‘Supervised’ Unions 


Berkeley, Calif—Chairman Al J. Hayes of the AFL-CIO Ethical 
Practices Committee, addressing the annual assembly of the indus- 


trial relations department of the University of California here, lashed 
out at proposals to put the labor movement under government 


the labor movement really resent 


most,” he said, “is the implication® 
—contained in so many articles in 
academic journals—that union 
members and officers are no longer 
capable of running their own un- 
ions. The inference is that work- 
ers need intellectuals and govern- 
ment officials to tell them how to 
run their unions.” 


Labor Helps All 
Hayes” who is an AFL-CIO vice 
president and president of the Ma- 
chinists, continued: 

“Well, I don’t believe it. In 
fact, I think that up to now 
‘ organized labor has done very 
well in advancing the welfare 
of all workers—both union and 


New Central Body 
Crosses State Line 


Waverly, N. Y.—A central 
labor body that crosses state 
lines was set up here when 
the Bradford-Tioga Central 
Labor Union received its 
charter from AFL-CIO Reg. 
Dir. Henry J. McFarland, of 
Philadelphia. 

Bradford county is in 
Pennsylvania and Tioga coun- 
ty is in’ New York State. 
Some 200 members of the 
nine locals represented in the 
new body attended a dinner 
at which the charter was re- 
ceived by Pres. Desmond 
Lesher. 

Speakers included Hugh J. 
Mullin of Pittsburgh, area 
representative’ of the AFL- 
CIO Committee on Political 
Education. He and others 
emphasized the need for more 
interest in politics by union 
members, and Mullin warned 
that “if we are not careful we 
will be legislated out of busi- 
ness” by anti-labor legislators 
elected because of workers’ 


William Silcox, Ray Whitmire, Roy 


Clause, 


. 


|Groenert, Roger Provost. 


indifference. 


‘11956 rates. 


|delphia and Pittsburgh, 


non-union. But more important, 
it has done this without hurt- 
ing employers and without dam- 
aging the political and economic | 
institutions of the nation as a 
whole.” 


Quite the opposite, he added, 
organized labor has “strengthened 
democracy and the free enterprise 
system.” 


Pennsylvania’s 
$1 Retail Wage 


Floor Nearer 


Harrisburg, Pa.—Hearings have 
been held on a proposed state 
schedule of minimum wages under 
which all minors and women in the 
retail trade occupations eventually 
will receive at least $1 an hour. 

The schedule, recommended by 
a nine-member tripartite board and 
accepted by Sec. of Labor and In- 
dustry William L. Batt, Jr., will go 
into effect May 26 unless objec- 
tions raised at the hearings are sus- 
tained. An estimated 95,000 pet- 
sons, or 38 percent of the industry’s 
employes, will receive wage in- 
creases on that date above their 


The rate schedule sets up three 
zones, based on population, in 
which the $1 minimum would be 
reached at different dates. 


In the first, consisting of Phila- 
the $1 
would apply on the effective date. 
In the second, composed of cities, 
boroughs, towns and _ townships 
ranging from 10,000 to 500,000 
population, the mihimum would be 
85 cents on the effective date, 90 
Cents in six months and $1 in a 
year. 

In the third, made up of all other 
places, the initial rate would be 75 
cents an hour. It would rise to 85 
cents in six months, 95 cents in a 


|'Ward Refuses 
ToShow Union 


Welfare Pact. 


The Retail Clerks have charged 
the Montgomery Ward Co. with 
flatly refusing to give. the union a 
copy of its master health and wel- 
fare insurance contract so it can 
check the details and see if greater 
benefits can be obtained for the 
premium paid. 

The refusal came during a fruit- 
less negotiation session in Chicago 
arranged by the Federal Mediation ~ 
& Conciliation Service—despite the 
fact that the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board and the courts have 
upheld a union’s right to bargain 
on health and welfare benefits. 

A. B. Crossler, chairman of the 
union’s National Montgomery 


|| Ward Negotiating Committee, said 


the RCIA asked for a copy of the 
agreement so it could determine the 
amount of rebate and dividends, 
and how the accumulated money 
from these sources is handled in 
buying more benefits. 

He pointed out the union did not 


: negotiate the plan, but that it was 
*|put into effect unilaterally by the 
i] company. 

OFF FOR BRUSSELS and a meeting of the Executive Board sub- 
committee of the Intl. Confederation of Free Trade Unions are 


Crossler, on behalf of RCIA 
Pres. James A. Suffridge, has sent 
a letter to all national and inter- 
national unions and state and local 
central bodies expressing appreci- 
ation of support in wens dispute with 
Montgomery Ward, 2-4 correcting” 
allegations the docapty has made 
in replies to letters of protest from 
them. 

Crossler pointed out the union 
called strikes at six retail stores 
and put informational picket 
lines in front of 500 others be- 
ginning Jan. 6. This was more 
than five months after negotia- 
tions for a new contract started, 
more than three months after the 
agreement expired, and six weeks 
after the union cut its original 
demands from more than 30 to 
fixe. 

These, he said, were a general 
wage increase of 10 cents an hour; 
an increase of one-half of one per- 
cent in the commission rate for 
those paid on a commission basis; 
a 40-hour week for all stores; uni- 
form time-and-a-half for overtime, 
and the union shop, except in states 
with compulsory open shop laws. 

‘Divide-Conquer’ Policy 

Crossler flatly charged that the 
company’s replies to protesting un- 
ion central bodies, signed by its 
secretary and labor relations direc- 
tor, Charles J. Barnhill, are typical 
of the firm’s “divide and conquer” 
policy, which it also applied in 
negotiations. 
Thus, he explained, it offered 
small wage increases to some—but 
not alli—employes covered by un- 
ion contracts, a prgposal “no self- 
respecting union could accept”; 
refused any uniform standards for 
hours or overtime, and declined to 
consider the union shop “as a mat- 
ter of principle. 


Pilots Ask to Use 
Stockholder Lists 


Chicago—The Air Line. Pilots 
have demanded that Western Air 
Lines make stockholder mailing fa- _ 
cilities available to the union so the 
true facts in the month-long strike 
that has grounded the firm’s planes 
may be made known. 

The demand was served by ALP 
Pres. Clarence N. Sayen on Pres. 
T. C. Drinkwater of the company 
after the latter had circularized 
stockholders and employers with 
what the union declares was a “mis- 
representation of facts”, in the dis- 
pute. 

Sayen told Drinkwater in a tele- 
gram that the misrepresentations 
were “deliverately contrived in our 
opinion in an attempt to conceal 
the facts and justify the inadequa- 
cies of your management in person- 


year and $1 in 18 months. 


nel relations.” 
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Consus Rete Mandt Operations 


In UAW Probe Denounced i in Senate 


Six Democrats Take F loor 
To Condemn Smear Tactics 


(Continued from Page 1) 
to “amble through a rehash” =n 
“fishing expedition.” 


The “damage,” he said, is 
“damage to the Senate’s effec- 
tiveness” and he filed a resolu- 
tion to restore “responsibility” by 
increasing the Democratic mem- 
bership to five. 


Senators Paul H. Douglas 
(D-Ill.), Richard L. Neuberger 
(D-Oreg.), William Proxmire 
(D-Wis.) and John A. Carroll 
(D-Colo.) joined in condemning 
misstatements of fact and errors 
of ~emphasis in which Goldwater, 
Curtis and Mundt paraded evi- 
dence of alleged UAW “violence” 
and ignored a National Labor Re- 
lations Board examiner’s report 
holding the Kohler Co. guilty of 
unfair labor practices. 

‘Disgusted and Disturbed’ 

Referring to Curtis, Neuberger 
said he was “disgusted and dis- 
turbed” when the Nebraska sen- 
ator “became proccupied with the 
private marital life” of one of the 
union witnesses and engaged in 
“prying and snooping.” 

Referring to a charge by Gold- 
water that the UAW had a “pat- 
tern” of “violence” and that “37 
people” had been “killed. in CIO 
strikes,” Douglas placed in the 
record a table showing that out 
of 26 identifiable “killings,” 25 
of the victims were strikers or 
sympathizers. 

Carroll put in the record testi- 
mony that the Kohler Co. had 
armed itself with a private arsenal 
in advance of the UAW strike, 
spoke of the “true pattern of vio- 
lence” revealed by investigation of 
stubbornly anti-union companies. 

Douglas inserted reports in which 
the Rev. J. W. Maguire, “one of 
the noblest and most truthful” fed- 
eral mediators of the time, de- 
nounced the Kohler Co. for its 
“needless and ruthless killing” in 
the bitter 1934 strike which the 
company broke. 


Proxmire Gives Details 

Proxmire gave details on refusal 
of the Kohler Co. to settle the 
strike through mediation or arbi- 
tration offered by state and federal 
Officials, state and federal judges, 
members of the Senate as long 
ago as June, 1955. 

The company, he said, “angri- 
ly turned down” one such pro- 
posal by then Wisconsin Gov. 
Walter Kohler (R), a nephew of 
the company’s chief executive 
officer, and criticized the govern- 
or for “interfering with (the 
company’s) private business.” 


Goldwater, who was ill, was not 
on the floor when the Democrats 
branded his insinuations against 
the UAW as false. Curtis, who 
appeared briefly, did not defend 
what Neuberger called his “prying 
and snooping” but claimed that the 
committee had “gotten along” in- 
ternally “in a very affable manner.” 

Ives Defends Action F 

So did Sen. Irving M. Ives 
(R-N. Y.), who attacked Morse’s 
resolution as a “partisan” one and 
blandly said the committee’s only 
dispute had arisen because “four 
of us agreed that we did not want 
(UAW Pres. Walter P.) Reuther 
to testify on the first day.” 

Chairman McClellan could 
have ordered Reuther’s appear- 
ance and “forced it down our 
throats,” Ives said. “As it was, 


dure followed of barring Reuther 
until later. 


What Ives did not mention was 
the bitter partisan split in the com- 


isted at least since last July, with 
Goldwater and Mundt. feeding out 
“information” to friendly news 
magazines and radio commentators 
charging McClellan and Committee 
Counsel Robert F. Kennedy with 
a scheme to “protect” Reuther to 
further the alleged political am- 
bitions of Sen. John F. Kennedy 
(D-Mass.), a committee member. 


Ignores McClellan’s Ire 
He did not mention, either, the 


UAW’s charge that the purpose of | | 


denying Reuther an appearance 
was to allow Goldwater, Curtis and 
Mundt to “smear” the union in 
long-drawn-out hearings before the 
Auto -Workers’ president was per- 
mitted to answer. 


He did not mention the obvious 


anger and indignation of Chair-|. 


Kohler Hearings Called ‘Political’ 


Press Raps Probe 


For ‘Partisan’ Bias 


Two influential newspapers—the New York Times and the Wash- 
ington Post and Times-Herald—have denounced the McClellan 
committee’s “political” hearings on the Auto warkes as at the 


man McClellan before reporters 
after the Republicans threatened to 
“bolt” the committee. unless they 
had their way, nor his own com- 
ment to the press that if Reuther 
appeared first everything else would 
be an “anti-climax.” 

McClellan, who came to the 
floor for the debate, confined his 
own remarks to a statement re- 
counting how the bipartisan com- 
mittee came into existence and 
confirming the fact that when the 
union again offered arbitration of 
the dispute before the commit- 
tee, company spokesman Lyman 
C. Conger turned it down. 


In the committee hearings, Con- 
ger acknowledged under questions 
from counsel Kennedy that the 
company hired two detective agen- 
cies and paid for information 
charging some UAW representa- 
tives with being “subversive.” 


Charges Plot Against Industry 
The targets of inquiry, Conger 
said, included UAW Sec.-Treas. 
Emil Mazey about whom the “in- 
formation was negative,” but some 
others, he claimed, had a purpose 
to “destroy” not only the Kohler 
Co. but “all American industry.” 
The company set its detectives 
also on an NLRB attorney, 
Conger admitted, because it was 
“suspicious” of delays in the la- 
bor board hearing. 


On working conditions in the 
Kohler plant, Conger said he would 
“rather” work if he had his choice 
in the enamel shop than anywhere 
else. Testimony shows that tem- 
peratures by the enamel tubs rise 
far above 200 degrees and that the 
workers are allowed two and a half 
minutes to eat lunch, Kennedy 
commented. 


Would Dock Workers 

Conger said the workers had 
been “offered 20 minutes” but had 
turned it down. When counsel 
Kennedy asked whether the “offer” 
did not mean the workers would 
be docked the 20 minutes lost, 
Conger replied it was “not unfair 
not to pay people for time not 
worked.” 

The “people” could earn more 
than they did if they wanted to, 
Conger said, “as shown by the fact 
that they quit work half an hour 
early.” 

He acknowledged that a Wis- 
consin agency had allowed unem- 
ployment compensation to workers 
fired when they struck against re- 
moval of fans in the enamel shop. 
But the strike was “illegal” he said, 
and some of the workers had “never 


o 


we forced down his” the proce- 


mittee that is known to have ex-|: 


‘Barking Up he Wrong Tree 


Kohler Co. 


Other newspapers including the respected L Louisville Courier- 


Monitor have joined in charging 
three Republican committee mem- 
bers—Senators Barry Goldwater 
(Ariz.), Carl T. Curtis (Neb.) 
and Karl Mundt (S. D.}—with 
“partisan maneuvering” designed to 
damage the union. 


Change For the Worse 
Said the Times: The commit- 
tee’s operation has “seemed to 
change—and for the worse.” 

The “bad seed” was sowed a 
year ago by the late Sen. Joseph 
R. McCarthy (R-Wis.) then a 
member, recalled the Times, 
when he announced publicly that 
when the committee should “get 
around to (UAW Pres. Walter 
P.) Reuther, it would make Dave 
Beck and the Teamsters smell 
like attar of roses.” 


“Since McCarthy’s death Sen. 
Goldwater has been carrying the 
anti-Reuther, anti-UAW ball.” The 
committee, said the Times, has an 
“urgent need” to conduct its opera- 
tions “so as to avoid even the im- 
pression of a premeditated attack 
on any union or union official.” 


Lack of Objectivity Hit 

The Washington Post charged 
angrily that the committee had 
“Jost all pretense of objectivity” and 
that Goldwater, Mundt and Curtis 
“appear to have designated them- 
selves counsel for the Kohler Co., 
while the Democratic members 
either absent themselves out of 
understandable boredom or sit si- 
lent in an attempt to impersonate 
aloof jurors.’ 

If the committee wants a 
“trial” of the “still-smouldering” 
UAW-Kohler dispute, said the 
Post, the company “is entitled 

- to counsel iess fumbling and bum- 
bling” than the three GOP mem- 
bers and “the UAW is entitled to 
representation on the tribunal.” 


The Louisville Courier-Journal 
declared the Goldwater-Curtis “ef- 


Journal and ‘the Christian Scierice® 


appear oppressed saints of free 
enterprise and the UAW as devils 
from some Communist-inspired hell 
holes are ridiculous.” The news- 
paper called on Chairman John L. 
McClellan (D-Ark.) to reassert 
control and “remind his colleagues 
that the present lack of objectivity 
may bring sharper criticism.” 


‘Atmosphere of Partisanship’ 


The Christian Science Monitor 
said the “truth” about Kohler and 
the UAW “would be difficult 


enough to ascertain under the best 


of court conditions, let alone the 
atmosphere of partisanship that 
pervades the Senate hearing cham- 
ber.” : 


24 Workers Die 
In New York Fire 


New York—At least 24 
men and women, all pre- 
sumed to be members of Un- 
dergarment Workers Local 
62, Ladies Garment Workers, 
died when one of New York’s 
worst fires in history swept a 
five-story loft building in the 
heart of the garment section. 

The death toll, highest in 
a New York fire in 12 years, 
was largely attributed to panic 
and hysteria. Several of the 
dead were found huddled un- 
der work benches and tabies 
and at a doorway, while oth- 
ers leaped four stories to the | 
sidewalk without waiting for 
fire nets which could have 
saved lives.. At least 14 per- 
sons were injured. 

The fire apparently started 
in a gas curing oven in the 
S.G.S. Textile Co., on the 
third floor, and spread to the 
Monarch. Underwear Co. on 
the floor above. The holo- 
caust took place only five 
blocks from the scene of the 
Triangle Shirtwaist Co. blaze 
that took 145 lives in 1911, 
and came almost on the an- 


had fans.” 


forts to make the Kohler people 


niversary date—Mar. 25. 


|Of Perjury | 


[vestigation of the Federal Cou” 


FCC Proberalll 
Air Possibility 


The possibility of, perjury charg 
developing out of the House Legig 
lative Oversight subcommittee @ 


munication Commission’s award 
a Miami television channel to Ng 
tional Airlines grew as additiogg 
witnesses presented conflicting ij 
timony. 
The possibility was raised diregg 
ly by Rep. Charles A. Wolvertgy 
(R-N. J:),:a member of the suum 
committee, and indirectly by Atty 
Gen. William P. Rogers, with jm 
dications of support from Pregl 
Eisenhower. 

Wolverton broke into the hear 
ings to observe that the recom 
must contain “untrue statement#™m 
either by Col. A. Frank Katzem 
tine, owner of a Miami radig 
station who had sought the tele 
vision license, or by four wit 
nesses who denied in whole or ig 
part the statements he made 
The conflicting evidence shoul 
be sent to the Justice Dept., he 
said. Chairman Oren Harris (De) 
Ark.). said the department is gets 
ting daily transcripts. —_ 

“Perjury is just as infamous 9am 
crime as any attributed to anyone 
in this case,” Wolverton added. 

Justice Dept. Investigating | 
Rogers, addressing the Repubs 7 
lican Women’s Conference in Washes 
ington, said the Justice Dept. i 
making a “full investigation” of tegs 
timony before the subcommittég 
He said anyone found guilty “wilf 
pay the full penalty of the law—éf 
makes no difference who they are,% 

Eisenhower told the same 
group that in government there 
is no way to assure that high” 
standards of integrity will ak 
ways be met. 

“But all of us can make. cere a 
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rset 
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tain,” he added, “by prompt, de-- 
cisive and fair corrective -action, 
that public confidence in the in- 
tegrity of government is main- 
tained.” 
No names were mentioned. Two 
weeks ago, Richard A. Mack re 
signed as an FCC member after tes 
tifying he had received gifts and 
loans from a Miami lawyer, Thuts 
man A. Whiteside, who was intef- 
ested in getting the television licensé 
for National Airlines. The FCC 
has since asked the U.S. Court of 
Appeals to cancel pending proceed- am 
ings on the license and return it to” 
the commission for inquiry into 
charges of impropriety. 
Testimony Is Disputed 
Testimony disputing that of Kat- 
zentine was given by Harry Plot- 
kin, Washington lawyer; Harry Me- 
Donald, a Washington businessman; 
Col. George Gordon Moore, Mrs, 
Eisenhower’s brother-in-law, and 
Lou Poller, a former broadcasting 
executive who raised funds for the” 
campaign of Sen. Estes Kefauvet@ 
(D-Tenn.) for the Democratic pres- 
idential nomination in 1956. 4 
Moore denied “emphatically and @ 
positively” that “in any way, di-@ 
rectly or indirectly” he had given @ 
National Airlines any help in the @ 
license fight. a 
He admitted, however, having 
been manager for a few months 
in 1955 of a Dominican ship- | 
yard, built for the Trujillo gov- © 
ernment, with which George W. 
Gibbs, Jr., and John W. Gross, 
National Airlines directors, were 
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